
Properly Managing E-Cigarettes
& Vaping Waste Streams

Don Stillwaugh
Environmental Specialist 2

Pinellas County Department of Solid Waste

NEWMOA - NERC Webinar
27 April 2023



Resource Conservation and Recovery Act

–Principal Federal Law governing the storage & disposal of solid and 
hazardous waste

Federal Legislation



In 1985 Florida received authorization to establish its 
own hazardous management and regulatory program

Florida adopted portions of the Federal Regulations 
in its Florida Administrative Code (FAC) Rule 62-730

Florida Legislation



Used Oil/Filters                  
Mercury-containing Lamps                                 
Weekly Inspection logs      
Disposal Records Requirement (VSQG)

Itʼs a Florida thing



Small Quantity Generator Program
F.S. 403.7225
F.S. 403.7226
F.S. 403.7234
F.S. 403.7236

Florida Legislation
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Assess 

Notify 

Verify

Florida SQG Program



Record Data 

Educate 

Offer Compliance Assistance

Florida SQG Program



All 67 Counties in Florida have SQG Programs

Wide Variety of Arrangements

With & Without Enforcement

Florida SQG Program



Total Facilities…….248,000+

Counties with as few as…....13, 17, 18

Counties with as many as….…15,000+

Florida SQG Program



Pinellas County SQG Program

956,615 (2021)



Pinellas County SQG Program

No County Business License
Total employer establishments (2020) – 29,940*

*https://www.census.gov/quickfacts/pinellascountyflorida



Pinellas County SQG Program



Business Waste Assessment

Dumpster – size, frequency of collection

Recycling – which materials?  other opportunities?

Product Substitution – reduce regulated waste streams



Business Waste Assessment

Where Does It Go? Search Tool

Clean Marina (Liaison role)

Charity Free Disposal Waiver



Business Waste Assessment



Business Waste Assessment
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Business Waste Assessment



Business Waste Assessment

Image courtesy Cuttwood Vapors



Business Waste Assessment

CCA-SA 4.0 Courtesy Dukesy68



Business Waste Assessment

https://pinellas.gov/guide-
to-electronic-nicotine-
delivery-system-disposal/



Business Waste Assessment

FDA “Deeming Rule”
Effective 8 August 2016

Extended FDA’s authority to cover ENDS, 
E-liquids, components and parts…

ØTobacco Product Retailer
ØTobacco Product Manufacturer
ØBoth

Retailers & Manufacturers are subject 
to inspection by FDA



Business Waste Assessment



Business Waste Assessment

n = 52



Business Waste Assessment

Tier 1 Tier 2 Tier 3 Tier 4 Tier 5
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Business Waste Assessment

“How do you manage….”

Ø Customer returns?

Ø Expired products?

Ø Spills/breakages?

Post-”Deeming Rule” inspections



Business Waste Assessment

Post-”Deeming Rule” inspections
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manage spill

Containerized &
disposed properly

Nicotine cleanup & disposal
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Business Waste Assessment
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Business Waste Assessment
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Business Waste Assessment

VSQG to LQG 
Consolidation



Business Waste Assessment



Business Day Collection Event



Business Day Collection Event



Business Waste Collection Event



Household Hazardous Waste



Household Hazardous Waste

Images courtesy – Jennifer Volkman – Minnesota Pollution Control Agency



Household Hazardous Waste

Tools – 10 specific tools

Containers – 6 specific types

Disassembly:
• General SOP
• For metal round models with plastic ends
• For metal short rectangular models with screws
• For metal long flat models without screws
• For plastic long flat models
• For cigarette look-alike models
• For models that cannot be disassembled



Business Waste Assessment

“Curiouser and curiouser!”

-Lewis Carroll, 
Alice’s Adventures in Wonderland 

Sir John Tenniel – Wikimedia Commons 
Illustrations are in U.S. Public Domain



Business Waste Assessment
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