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WE'RE HERE FOR 
THE FIREFIGHTING 
COMMUNITY.





A LACK OF PFAS 
INFORMATION 
LEADS TO THIS:



PFAS IN TURNOUT GEAR

DR. COURTNEY 

CARIGNAN



CANCER INCIDENCE AND MORTALITY ELEVATED IN FIREFIGHTERS

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

• Kidney

• Hodgkin’s lymphoma

• Leukemia

• Lymphosarcoma and 

reticularsarcoma

• Multiple myeloma

• Pancreatic



PAHs IN SMOKE AND SOOT



PAHs IN SMOKE AND SOOT



DIESEL FUMES AND PARTICULATES FROM TRUCKS



DIESEL FUMES AND PARTICULATES FROM TRUCKS



PFAS IN AQUEOUS FILM FORMING FOAM



PFAS IN AQUEOUS FILM FORMING FOAM



TIMELINE OF FIREFIGHTER HEALTH AND PFAS



TIMELINE OF FIREFIGHTER HEALTH AND PFAS
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TIMELINE OF FIREFIGHTER HEALTH AND PFAS



LT. PAUL AND DIANE COTTER



LT. PAUL AND DIANE COTTER



PFAS IN TEXTILES

Sullivan 2021





PFOA IN TURNOUT GEAR







VOLATILE PFAS HIGHER THAN NON-VOLATILE



VOLATILE PFAS HIGHER THAN NON-VOLATILE







SUMMARY OF PFAS MEASURED IN NEVER USED GEAR

•

•

•

•

2008

•

•

•

•

2019



ELEVATED PFAS IN FIREFIGHTERS, TEXTILES, & FIREHOUSES



EXPOSURE ROUTES



FIREFIGHTER FACEMASKS



NOTE: SKIN ABSORBS DIFFERENTLY FOR PARTS OF THE BODY



EXPOSURE TO MULTIPLE CARCINOGENS CAN INCREASE RISK



FIREFIGHTERS WANT PFAS-FREE GEAR

•

•



LIFE-CYCLE



LIFE-CYCLE



FIREFIGHTER'S ARE REQUESTING PFAS BLOOD TESTING

•

•



WHAT'S MY EXPOSURE? context rich report back

www.pfas-exchange.org





MEDICAL SCREENING COMPANION DOCUMENTS



THIRD NATIONAL PFAS CONFERENCE



LET’S BE PROACTIVE
•

•

•



TURI COMMUNITY GRANT: 
EDUCATION & SEARCHING 
FOR SAFER ALTERNATIVES





LEARN MORE AT:
PFASFREEPPE.COM



THANK YOU!


