
“Use By” is Dated – “End Food 
Waste” Initiative Engaged New 

American Communities to 
Reduce Food Waste

ONONDAGA RESOURCE RECOVERY AGENCY (OCRRA)

&

NORTHEAST WASTE MANAGEMENT OFFICIALS’ ASSOCIATION (NEWMOA)

This Project is funded in part by the Environmental Protection Fund (EPF) as administered by the 

New York State Department of Environmental Conservation (NYSDEC).



Objectives & Targets

 Develop handouts and short videos to help 
residents understand what they can do to 
reduce food waste.

 Educate on:

▪ Better meal planning tips

▪ Date label myths

 Target Audience: low-income residents, 
recent immigrants, and those that speak 
English as a second language.

 Translated into 5 languages: Arabic, 
Nepali, Somali, Spanish, and Swahili.



Deliverables

 Four handouts on food waste basics:

 Impacts

 Understanding food date labeling

 Shopping for what you need

 Tips for managing purchased food to minimize 
waste

 Exhibits at farmers markets, festivals, 
and other local events in the county

 Three animated videos highlighting 
handout topics and composting how-
to



Meal Planning & Other Tips

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6COitMiO1fY


Understanding Date Labels

https://youtu.be/rZysfdN225s?t=24


Food Demonstration Workshops

 Three webinars in late June with live 
Somali, Spanish & Swahili interpreters

 Food demonstration done with the Food 
Bank of Central NY

 Pre-webinar survey questions:

▪ How often do you go grocery shopping?

▪ What do you do with your food scraps?

 Post-webinar survey questions:

▪ What is something you learned that you didn’t 
know?

▪ What are you most excited to try?



Participant Feedback

 A total of 245 handouts (176 in English, 29 in Swahili, 18 in Somali, 12 

in Nepali, and 10 in Arabic) 

 Many residents interacted with at Brady Farm Market indicated they 

shopped weekly or monthly and were unfamiliar with date labeling.

Lessons Learned

 Engage with community-based organizations during the grant 

writing process.

 Adapt to community needs.

 Navigating through the COVID-19 Pandemic was challenging.



Composting At Home

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SsUOXRx1TEs&t=1sas


Resources

Project materials are available in English & 
translated languages at:

Handouts:

https://ocrra.org/end-food-waste/

https://www.newmoa.org/solidwaste/projects/food/endfoodwaste.cfm

Videos: https://youtube.com/playlist?list=PL1Xsk8hS6kIL3ZTMrGvv0sDEeOHrqwB4V

https://ocrra.org/end-food-waste/
https://www.newmoa.org/solidwaste/projects/food/endfoodwaste.cfm
https://youtube.com/playlist?list=PL1Xsk8hS6kIL3ZTMrGvv0sDEeOHrqwB4V


Thank you

 Lisa Piering, Recycling Specialist

▪ Onondaga Resource Recovery Agency (OCRRA)

▪ lpiering@ocrra.org

▪ (315) 453-2866 x1216

 Krishana Abrahim-Petrie, Project Staff

▪ Northeast Waste Management Officials’ Association 
(NEWMOA)

▪ kabrahimpetrie@newmoa.org

▪ (617) 367-8558 x304

mailto:lpiering@ocrra.org
mailto:kabrahimpetrie@newmoa.org
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