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The	Lead	Up…
• Single‐stream MRF 
opens in June ’12

• “Recycle Together RI” 
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The	Lead	Up…
• Increase in 
commercial recycling

• Municipal automated 
collection jumps 
from 3 to 20

• Contamination 
skyrockets
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The	Lead	Up…
• “Anti‐contamination” 
campaign in 2015

• Trash in recycling 
costs money

• Trash in recycling 
endangers our 
workers 

• Results in 9% dip
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Recycle	Across	America
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The	Problem
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Lessons	from	Road	Safety
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The	Problem
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The	Solution
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For	All	Your	Sorting	Needs
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For	All	Your	Sorting	Needs
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RAA:	Starting	to	Display	Labels
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Most	Recently…
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National	Mixed	Recycling	Label
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Rhode	Island	Mixed	Recycling	Label
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National	Bilingual	Label
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Rhode	Island	Bilingual	Label



Resource	Recovery	|	65	Shun	Pike	|	www.rirrc.org
18

Licensing	Agreements
• Public, included:

– All public (state/muni) 
bins

– Any material/any size
– Local printer
– 100 labels/public school
– PSA campaign assets

• Private, included:
– Private entities
– Three common sizes
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More	than	labels…

• Handouts
• Direct Mailers
• Presentations / 
Programs

• Website
• Social Media

• TV
• Radio
• Online advertising 
• Billboard
• Bus shelters
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The	Recycling	Partnership
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“1”
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“5”
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“50”
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Let’s	Recycle	Right!	Nat’l	PSA
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Website
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How‐to	Videos
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Online
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Paid	Social	(Facebook)
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Billboards
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Print
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Direct	Mail
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Radio
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Programs
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Timeline	&	Budget

$1.37 / Household

$25,000
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Results:	Reach
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Results:	Label	Uptake
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Results:	MRF	Rejected	Tons
• 18% decrease in tons 
of rejected mixed 
recycling
– Limited timespan: 
Mar‐Nov pre‐ vs. 
Mar‐Nov during

– Did not randomly 
sample loads or 
attempt to control for 
extraneous variables
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Challenges	
• Making a national 
initiative fit RI

• Campaign fatigue
• #1 CHALLENGE:    
Getting people to let go 
of their own design and 
approach for the greater 
collective impact.
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Next	Steps
• Continue to promote and 

spread labels
• Work specifically with 

Providence to amplify the 
campaign and use labels and 
matching tags with curbside 
feedback

• Examine other waste streams 
where standardized labels can 
be used
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Thank	you!
Krystal Noiseux

Education and Outreach Manager
Rhode Island Resource Recovery

knoiseux@rirrc.org
401‐228‐3109


