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Universal Recycling
Vermont’s Recycling and Composting Initiative



~50% could be 
recycled, 

recovered, or 
composted

VT Residential 
Trash 2013

THE PROBLEM

(100,000 tons/year)



What a waste



Materials Management 



Saves valuable resources

Reduces GHG emissions. By an est. 37% in VT

Supports green jobs, new markets and businesses

Preserves landfill capacity

Improves environmental health

But Why?



2012 – BIG year for Vermont

Universal Recycling (Act 148) passes unanimously

That’s 
recyclable!

Hey, you can 
compost 

that!



State Organics Bans

CA      Jan. 2016 – 8-cu.yd.  With increasing organics targets

CT Jan. 2014 – 2-ton w/in 20 miles.  2020 1-ton w/in 20 miles.

MA Oct. 2014 – 1-ton regardless of distance.

RI Jan. 2016 – 2-ton w/in 15 miles.

VT July 2014 – 2-ton w/in 20 miles.  Phases to full ban in 2020.



brand?

Symbol(s)?

2013 
Act 148 Working Group

name?



Yerba Buena Gardens – San Francisco 



San Francisco, CA

Seattle, WA



Portland, Oregon

Seattle University 



Seattle Airport



Seattle 
Public 
Utilities















What about leaf and yard debris?



Keep it simple











Keep America Beautiful and USCC study 2017



Trash (MSW) decreased 8.5% (2014 vs. 2016)

Recycling & Composting rate increased 3% (33% to 36%)

Food rescue more than doubled

99% of transfer stations have food scrap drop-off

And…..It’s Working



Photo credit: Central Vermont Solid Waste 
Management District (CVSWMD)

Business Outreach





FREE SYMBOLS – download at VTrecycles.com

josh.kelly@vermont.gov 802.522.5897

Follow us on Facebook and Twitter -- @VTrecycles

mailto:josh.kelly@Vermont.gov

