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Who We Are

Our Vision

ReFED is a national nonprofit 

working to end food loss and 

waste across the food system 

by advancing data-driven 

solutions to the problem.

A sustainable, resilient, and 

inclusive food system that 

optimizes environmental 

resources, minimizes climate 

impacts, and makes the best use of 

the food we grow.

Leveraging data and 

insights to highlight supply 
chain inefficiencies and 
economic opportunities

DATA & INSIGHTS CAPITAL & INNOVATION STAKEHOLDER ENGAGEMENT

Catalyzing capital to spur 

innovation and scale 
high-impact initiatives

Mobilizing and connecting 

supporters to take 
targeted action
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ReFED’s New Analysis
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RESCUE RECYCLING FOOD WASTE

What is “Surplus Food”?
All food that goes unsold or unused by a business 
or that goes uneaten at home – including food and 
inedible parts (e.g., peels, pits, bones) that are fed 
to animals, repurposed to produce other products, 
composted, or anaerobically digested. It also 
includes food that is donated.

SURPLUS FOOD



ReFED 
Insights 
Engine

50 Datasets
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What We Did...



The Tools

ReFED 
Insights 
Engine

Understand the Problem
Food Waste Monitor

Find Solution Providers
Solution Provider Directory

Calculate Impact
Impact Calculator

Analyze & Prioritize Solutions
Solutions Database

Roadmap to 
2030

7 Key Action Areas

40+ Modeled & Unmodeled 
Solutions

Financing, Policy, Innovation, & 
Engagement Recommendations

User-Specific Guidance





A Blueprint for Action
The Roadmap to 2030 looks at the entire food system and 
provides a framework to focus waste reduction efforts. 
Powered by the Insights Engine, the Roadmap to 2030 is an 
indispensable resource for reaching our 2030 goal.

7
ReFED outlined seven key action areas for 
the food system to focus its efforts over 
the next ten years to prevent, rescue, and 
recycle food at risk of going to waste.

Impacts of Uneaten Food: Hunger & Food Insecurity 





ReFED Insights Engine
A knowledge hub for food loss and waste, designed to 
provide anyone interested in food waste reduction with 
the information they need to take meaningful action.

Insights Engine tools let users: 

● Understand the problem: Find out how much 
food is being wasted in the US, learn why it's 
happening, and see where it goes.

● Explore Solutions: Learn which food waste 
reduction solutions are the most relevant for 
meeting specific goals.

● Find Solution Providers: Explore our database 
of 700+ organizations offering products and 
services to help you reduce food waste.

● Impact Calculator: Calculate the environmental 
and social impacts of wasted food.

Launch the Insights Engine 

https://insights.refed.com/


U.S. Grocery Retail Food Loss and Waste Calculator
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1. Simplification - the Calculator requires accessible 
data inputs (i.e. sales and inventory data) and 
provides a series of back-end conversion factors to 
eliminate the weight of packaging and inedible parts, 
as well as convert retail dollars to pounds. 

2. Automation - the Calculator auto-populates various 
reporting templates (i.e ReFED Insights Engine, Atlas, 
EPA Food Recovery Challenge) based on values 
reported on a single “Inputs” tab, saving time in total 
reporting efforts. 

3. Data Security - the Calculator protects confidential 
and highly sensitive business data by only requiring 
the submission of the auto-populated templates and 
not the input data. This is strengthened by a highly 
secure data upload and storage platform. 



Coming soon….
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U.S. Food 
Manufacturing 
Food Loss and 
Waste Calculator



Stay Connected

@refed

refed.com
insights.refed.com





Top 10 Solutions
in the Insights Engine

Total Net $ Net $/Ton Total Tons Total GHGs
Enhanced Demand Planning
Reduced Warehouse Handling
Minimized On-Hand Inventory
Active & Intelligent Packaging
Decreased Minimum Order 
Quantity
Increased Delivery Frequency
First Expired/First Out
Temperature Monitoring (Pallet 
Transport)
Decreased Transit Time
Markdown Alert Applications

Enhanced Demand Planning
Decreased Transit Time
Intelligent Routing
First Expired/First Out
Imperfect & Surplus Produce 
Channels
Temperature Monitoring (Pallet 
Transport)
Markdown Alert Applications
Buyer Specification Expansion
Minimized On-Hand Inventory
Decreased Minimum Order 
Quantity

Imperfect/Surplus Produce 
Channels
Meal Kits
Consumer Education 
Campaigns
Enhanced Demand Planning
Centralized Composting
Intelligent Routing
Decreased Transit Time
Buyer Specification Expansion
First Expired/First Out
Standardized Date Labels

Meal Kits
Consumer Education 
Campaigns
Enhanced Demand Planning
Standardized Date Labels
Intelligent Routing
Decreased Transit Time
First Expired/First Out
Temperature Monitoring (Pallet 
Transport)
Dynamic Pricing
Markdown Alert Applications
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Key Opportunities

1/ Enhanced Demand Planning

2/ Enhanced Product Distribution

3/ Meal Kits

4/ Produce Line Expansion

5/ Markdown Alert Applications

$5.2B Net Financial Benefit 1.2M Food Waste Tons Diverted

$8.3B Net Financial Benefit (Total) 3.3M Food Waste Tons Diverted

$6.5B Net Financial Benefit 1.7M Food Waste Tons Diverted

$5.1B Net Financial Benefit 2.9M Food Waste Tons Diverted

$3.8B Net Financial Benefit 771K Food Waste Tons Diverted


