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• Started in Burlington, 1987 

• Program of Chittenden Solid 
Waste District since 2008 

• Largest food scrap compost 
operation in Vermont, 6,000 tpy 

• Revenues ~$1M;  
• 70% sales, 30% tip fees 

• Premium bulk and bagged 
products 
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
As a municipal composting operation operating in the State of Vermont where High-quality compost is expected and demanded, we approach all of our decision making from a unique perspective



TO ACCEPT OR NOT? 
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
On the one hand, our mission is to divert the maximum amount of organics from the landfill as possible.  With 70% of our revenue coming from the sale of finished product, however, we are forced to uphold a very high standard of product quality not typical with most municipal composting operations.



PROS VS. CONS OF ACCEPTING COMPOSTABLE 
PRODUCTS AT GREEN MOUNTAIN COMPOST 

 
• Benefits  

• Increased diversion (liner bags) 

• Potentially less traditional plastics being 
generated  

• Guilt free disposal 

• Drawbacks 

• Inconsistent degradation 

• Disrupts active compost process 

• Increased contamination 

• Visual distinguishability 

• Extra processing 

• Diminished product quality 

• Enables greenwashing, compostabililty 
claims 

• Loss of Organic certification 

• Guilt free disposal 

• Zero benefit to quality, volume of 
finished products 
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Since their arrival on the scene, compostable plastics have seen rapid growth in the marketplace and their presence has forced composters to weigh whether or not they are a good fit for their operation.  From a diversion standpoint, compostable plastics are generally thought of as contributing to increased diversion.  (WHY)   

The potential negative outcomes associated with accepting these materials however, are numerous.  (Explain each)

We’ve struggled with compostable plastics and where they fit within our accepted material matrix for many years and still aren’t entirely convinced that we’re happy where we’ve landed.  



  
• 2007-2008 – 

processing residuals 
awash in a sea of 
“compostable cutlery” 
that failed to compost. 

• Staff handpicks 
hundreds of thousands 
of forks, knives, spoons 
from overs piles  
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
The costs for removing non-composted compostable plastics and their fake counterparts can be significant.  We first started seeing a large influx of compostable plastics in the mid 2000’s and along with it, the first wave of green washing associated with “fake” compostable products.

In our particular situation we were hit with a large volume of “compostable” labeled cutlery items produced by taterware and purchased by one of our larger generators.  We spent weeks and many hours of labor removing them by hand so that we could dispose of our overs.  




The  
Dilemma 



HISTORY OF COMPOSTABLE PLASTICS  
AT GREEN MOUNTAIN COMPOST 

• 2009 – Implementation of ban on all cutlery 

 

• 2010 – ICP/CSWD consider banning all compostable plastics 
following threat to organic certification of finished compost 

 

• 2011 – Vermont Organic Farmers (statewide certifier of USDA 
National Organic Program guidelines) bans compostable plastics 
from all “organic” compost sold in the state 
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HISTORY OF COMPOSTABLE PLASTICS  
AT GREEN MOUNTAIN COMPOST 

• 2011 – GMC decides to allow compostable plastics in feedstock 
mix, plans dual-stream composting at new facility in Williston  

 

• 2014 – GMC lifts ban on compostable cutlery following a 
lengthy study showing adequate degradation in the system 

 

• 2014-Present – GMC sees an influx of unlabeled, green film 
liner bags that don’t break down in the ASP compost system   
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GMC’S CUTLERY 
COMPOSTABILITY TRIAL 
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
9 brands tested, 
173 days of composting
All certified brands reached a point of “adequate degradation” by the end of the trial



WHERE WE ARE NOW: 

• Vast improvements in last 10-15 
years 

• Improved formulations 

• Increased scrutiny from certifiers 
(BPI) 

• Penalties for bad actors 

• Legislative solutions 

• Accelerated production, 
marketing, and use of bioplastics 

• Continuance of abuse, 
greenwashing by poly 
manufacturers, resellers 

• “Biodegradable” 

• “Oxodegradable” 

• “Earth friendly,” etc. 
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Compostability of compostable plastics has generally improved
FTC an Attorneys general have taken action on the federal level and even here in Vermont
Legislative actions from the west coast and Maryland great steps in the right direction

Huge growth in entire bioplastics industry with production expected to double this year and not slow down

GMC’s green bag dilemma exacerbated by a few bad actors 





Presenter
Presentation Notes
Vast majority of incoming liner bags are indeed certified compostable



Source:  http://www.interplas.com/packaging-earth-friendly 
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Customer confusion is going to continue so long as vendors offer certified compostable bags and “earth friendly, biodegradable” bags on the same page



Source:  
http://www.interplas.com/packaging-
earth-friendly 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
This earth friendly bag ….begin breaking down within 9 months… 



COMPOSTABLE PLASTICS AT GMC –  
LOOKING AHEAD: 

 

• Pros & Cons of ongoing acceptance will 
continue to be weighed 

 

• Potential for legislative action in future sessions 
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Opportunities for movement on solid waste legislation are currently tied up with attempts to rework the Act 148 Universal Recycling legislation

It was decided that adding bag specific language would further mire the current legislation and introduction of bill language has been delayed

We anticipate friendly reception with little organized resistance
Could be complicated if tied to more controversial bag ban legislation 



 QUESTIONS? 

Dan Goossen 

Director of Compost, Green Mountain Compost 

dan@greenmountaincompost.com 
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