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The Center for EcoTechnology helps 

people and businesses save energy and 

reduce waste. 
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HUMAN IMPACT

1 In 7 People Are Food Insecure



CUT FOOD WASTE IN HALF BY 2030



Feed Animals
Divert food scraps to animal feed

Feed Hungry People
Donate extra food to food banks, soup kitchens, and shelters

Source Reduction
Reduce the volume of surplus food generated

OUR APPROACH 
TO ADDRESSING WASTED FOOD

Industrial Uses
Provide waste oils for rendering and fuel conversion and food scraps 

for digestion to recover energyLandfill/

Incineration
Last resort to disposal

Composting
Create a nutrient-rich soil amendment



MARKET DEVELOPMENT
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MARKET DEVELOPMENT



GROWTH OF FOOD RESCUE

• Vermont: 50% increase in donated food

• Massachusetts: 20% increase in donated food



FREE ASSISTANCE FOR 
BUSINESSES & INSTITUTIONS

RecyclingWorks MA is funded by MassDEP, delivered under 

contract by the Center for EcoTechnology

recyclingworksma.com



SUPERMARKET 

FOOD WASTE ESTIMATOR

If you have 35 full-time employees, then:
3,000 lbs/employee/year * 35 full-time employees = 105,000 lbs food waste generated/year
105,000 lbs/year ÷ 52 weeks/year = 2,019 lbs/week = 1 ton of food waste per week

If you fill 1 trash dumpster at 4 cubic yards 2 times per week, then:
450 lbs * (1 trash dumpster * 4 yd3 * 2 pickups/week) = 3,600 lbs of total disposed waste/week
3,600 lbs * 63% of total waste = 2,268 lbs/week = 1.1 tons of food waste in one week



FOOD DONATION GUIDANCE

• Identifying food for donation

• Food Donation Legal Fact Sheets

• Documenting procedures for proper 

storage and management of donated food

• Building a relationship with partner food 

rescue organizations

• Food transportation

https://wastedfood.cetonline.org/toolbox/



Boston Public Market

• Partnerships with Lovin’ 

Spoonfuls, Food for Free, and 

The Greater Boston Food Bank

o First month donated 

17,000 meals

o Composted 14 tons of 

food scraps



Fresh Market

• Partnerships with local food 

rescue organization, Foodshare

o Started donating baked 

goods

o Expanded to other foods 

including produce

o 16.37 tons, 27,283 meals



FOOD DONATION TECHNOLOGY



FOOD TRANSPORTATION



• Grocers Against Hunger

• Partnership with over 200 grocers

• Small, many, and random

PHILABUNDANCE





INFORMATION SHARING -ASSOCIATIONS



LEGAL FACT SHEETS



LEGAL FACT SHEETS

• Liability Protection

o The Emerson Good Samaritan Act

o State Liability Protection for Food 

Donation 

• Date Labeling Laws

• Tax Incentives for Businesses

• Feeding Food Scraps to Animals



INFORMATION SHARING

• Mass Health Officers Association

• Rhode Island Environmental Health 

Association  Yankee Conference

• CT Department of Health – Food 

Policy Council 



WASTED FOOD SOLUTIONS

wastedfood.cetonline.org 



Thank you! Lorenzo Macaluso

Lorenzo.Macaluso@cetonline.org

413.586.7350 x248

https://wastedfood.cetonline.org/

https://recyclingworksma.com/


