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VT Universal Recycling Food Hierarchy



11/29/2018

2

Donation to Feed People 
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Navigating STATE (VERMONT)  policy

Getting to “Yes”

• Food safety and handling (VDH)

• Reimbursable meals (AOE)

• Local procurement (VAAFM)

• Highest & best use (ANR)

• Quality edible food (VT Foodbank)

• Improved tech. assistance (SWMEs)

• Food systems thinking (F2S 
Coordinators)

• Legal & safe (Food Service Mgrs)
http://dec.vermont.gov/waste-management/solid/materials-mgmt/food-donation

Best Practices for Diverting Food     
for Donation 

Legal Fact Sheets:
• Date Labels
• Tax Incentives
• Liability Protections
• Animal Feed

MA, CT, RI, VT, ME 
& NH coming soon

SLIDE FROM HARVARD FOOD 
LAW AND POLICY CLINIC

http://dec.vermont.gov/waste-management/solid/materials-mgmt/food-donation
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Extended federal tax benefits – as of 
December 2015

http://forms.vermontlaw.edu/farmgleaning/factsheets/EnhancedTaxDeductionGuideForFarmers.pdf

http://forms.vermontlaw.edu/farmgleaning/factsheets/EnhancedTaxDeductionGuideForFarmers.pdf
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Food Safety & handling

Health & Safety Controls

• Time & Temperature

• Prepared Food Date Labeling

• Recommended controls:

• Allergen labeling

• Donation tracking

http://dec.vermont.gov/waste-management/solid/materials-
mgmt/food-donation

Federal Timeline

USDA & USEPA 

50% by 2030

Announced 
Sept. 2015

Food Recovery 
Act

Introduced 
Dec. 2015

Extended 
Federal Tax 
Benefits for 

Donation

Announced 
Dec 2015

Food Date 
Labeling Act

Introduced 
May 2016

http://dec.vermont.gov/waste-management/solid/materials-mgmt/food-donation
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https://www.cnn.com/2018/07/19/he
alth/cnnheroes-maria-rose-belding-
means/index.html

Christine Beling

beling.christine@epa.gov

617-918-1792

https://www.cnn.com/2018/07/19/health/cnnheroes-maria-rose-belding-means/index.html
mailto:bowen.janet@epa.gov

