
Prevention 



Prevention - Benefits 

• Customers buy less paint = save money $$$ 

(have less leftover paint) 
 

• Paint is properly stored so it can be reused 
 

• Reduces potential environmental or health 

hazards from drying process, improper, or 

illegal disposal 



Educational Messages 

Purchase only the amount of paint needed 
 

– Measure the square footage of the room or 

use an online paint calculator before going to 

the store 



Paint Calculators 

• Benjamin Moore:         
www.benjaminmoore.com/en-us/for-your-home/paint-

calculator  

• Lowes: 
www.lowes.com/cd_Paint+Calculator_953562246  

• PaintCare:            
www.paintcare.org/calculator.php 

• King Co., WA HW Management Program: 
www.lhwmp.org/home/HHW/paint-calc.aspx 

 

And Many More!!! 
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Educational Messages 

Purchase only the amount of paint needed 

• Stores use formulas 

when mixing paint – you 

can get more later 
 

 

• Use 4-ounce samples or 

quart sizes of paint when 

experimenting with new 

colors 
 



Educational Messages 

Store unused paint properly to preserve its 

quality 

– Cover can with plastic film 

– Tightly close lid & store upside down 

– Don’t store in attics, garages, or sheds 

 



Education Messages 

Know your local reuse & disposal options 
 

– Donate good quality paint 
 

– Recycle paint 
 

– Properly dispose of unusable paint 



Guidance Document 

 

Brochure targeted 

to municipalities & 

others that manage 

waste paint. 



Consumer Fact Sheet 

 

Companion fact 

sheet targeted to 

consumers, painting 

contractors, & users 

of paint. 



Consumer Fact Sheet 

Customize with Local Information 

• Donation options 

‒ Local charities, religious organizations, community 

theatre groups, schools, government offices, others 

• Paint exchange programs 

‒ Community “drop & swaps” 

‒ Online materials exchange programs 

• Collection centers for recycling - TBD 

• Disposal options - SW & HHW 

‒ Municipal and/or private disposal companies 

 



Feedback 

• Should we design it for the current situation (no recycling)? 
 

• Are there places in Rutland Co. to donate used paint?   

– Is someone willing to do a bit of research?   

– Or provide NEWMOA with some suggestions to contact?   

– Schools, theater groups, DPWs… 
 

• If we are including Recycling a la PaintCare, should we also 

include disposal information?  HHW information?   
 

• Should we distinguish between oil-based and latex paints? 
 

• Anything else that should be included? 
 

• Anything that should be reworded? 

 



Outreach 

• Distribute through:  

‒ paint retail locations 

‒ HHW events 

‒ other local events 

• Insert in regular town mailings: 

‒ tax bills 

‒ utility bills 

‒ communications on solid waste or HHW management 

• Announcements in local newspaper 

• Posters on community bulletin boards 

• Information on town’s website 



Next Steps 

• Finalize consumer handout for Rutland County 

– Create an online template to customize with 

local information 
 

• Conduct needs assessments/gap analysis 



Contact 

Rachel Smith 

NEWMOA Contact for Vermont Workgroup 

(617) 367-8558 ext. 304 

rsmith@newmoa.org 

 

Jennifer Griffith 

NEWMOA Project Manager 

(617) 367-8558 ext. 303 

jgriffith@newmoa.org  

 

www.newmoa.org/solidwaste/projects/paint  
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