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Teflon Town: ChemFab's toxic legacy

Once The Pride Of North Bennington, Chemfab Made Fabrics 

Used Worldwide, And In Space

DAVID ZALUBOWSKI / AP



• 700 samples 

collected from 

private wells

• >60% wells with 

PFOA detected

• ~ 50% wells 

with > 20 ppt 

PFOA

• POET systems 

installed 

• New municipal 

water supply 

lines extended 

to ~400 homes





• Summer 2018

• 66 samples collected

• Analyzed for 17 PFAS



2350   2110  ∑ VT-5:

ng/kg or ppt   



Statewide evaluation of PFAS in:  

• ~400 samples.  Analyzed for 24 PFAS.  Modified 537. 

• Landfill leachates (4)

• WWTF influent, effluent (19) , sludges/biosolids (22)

• Industrial discharges (2) 
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Springfield, Class A biosolids Swanton, Class B biosolids  Waterbury, sludge drying beds

Type Pathogen Reduction Vector Attraction Reduction Pollutant limits Management

Class A Further Reduced (PFRP) Required Metals, PCBs Distributed under Permit

Class B Significantly Reduced (PSRP) Required Metals, PCBs Land Applied at Permitted Sites

Septage PSRP – Lime Stabilization Required Metals, PCBs Land Applied or WWTP

Sludge None None Metals, PCBs, TCLP Landfill, Transfer to Facility



Vermont Sludge/Biosolids 

Management Trends  
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• August – October 2019

• 4 Land App Sites (Class B biosolids, stabilized septage) 

• Soil Sampling Cores at 0-6” and 24-30”

• Samples of Groundwater from Onsite Monitoring Wells (low flow)

• Drinking water supply wells within an approximate 0.25-mile radius



Class B Biosolids, lime-stabilized/dewatered, broadcast applied biennially since 2010 

Groundwater Results (ng/L; ppt) Soil Results (ug/kg; ppb)



Site A - stabilized septage, broadcast, routinely during growing season

Site B - stabilized septage, occasional class B biosolids (lime stabilized), biannually

Site C - stabilized septage/class B biosolids (lime stabilized), broadcast, biannually

Groundwater Results (ng/L; ppt) Soil Results (ug/kg; ppb)



• Confirmation GW 

Sampling

• Compliance Point 

Sampling @ 300’

• Land application 

on hold at this site
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2350 2110

(no outlier)  
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https://dec.vermont.gov/pfas/pfoa

Eamon Twohig   

Eamon.Twohig@vermont.gov

802-490-6189


