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This morning, you told me to find out how long avian influenza virus survivesin poultry
carcasses. | found that thisis highly dependent on environmental conditions of heat and
humidity. The viruslastslonger in cool, moist conditions than in hot, dry conditions.
Acid conditions shorten virus survival. Thevirusisinactivated in 3 hours at 56°C
(133°F), or 30 minutes at 60°C (140°F).> In manure, the virus survives 35 days at 4°C
(39°F), 7 days at 20°C (68°F),? and 6 days at 37°C (99°F).3 In frozen meat, the virus
persists for along but unspecified period.

One of the few specific referencesto virus survival in poultry carcasses | was able to find
said it could survive “several days at [Australian] ambient temperatures’ and aslong as
“23 days if refrigerated.” * Thereis universal agreement that it is necessary to properly
dispose of carcasses following an outbreak. This has traditionally meant burying or
burning carcasses, or more recently, proper composting.>® After carcass removal, the
premises must be thoroughly cleaned and disinfected, and then held vacant for a period of
at least three weeks before restocking.
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