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Objectives

• Reasoning for the Initiative

• Getting stakeholders involved

• Progress and achievements since 2007

• Next steps



• 2006 Grants
– ODNR, Market Development 

Grant, $250,000,  grinder with 
radial stacking conveyor and site 
preparation

– USEPA  Special Assistance 
Grant, $15,000, materials 
resource and processing 
capability study in northwest 
Ohio

Reasoning



Agency Partnership

• OhioEPA
– Division of Solid & Infectious 

Waste Management

– Office of Compliance 
Assistance & Pollution 
Prevention 

• ODNR

– Division of Recycling & Litter 
Prevention
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Goal & Strategies

• Increase food scraps & organics diversion by:

– Providing education

– Identifying funding

– Facilitating partnerships

– Increasing infrastructure

– Initiating regional projects



Statewide Stakeholder 
Meetings

• September 2007
– Generators, farmers, composters, haulers, Solid Waste Districts, 

academia, regulatory partners and others

• March 2008
– Haulers (large and small)

• June 2008
– Composters (commercial and institutional)

• November 2010
• Generators, farmers, composters, haulers, Solid Waste Districts,  

academia, regulatory partners and others



Pre-meeting Preparation

• Developed website

• Guidance documents

– Benefits food scraps diversion

– Food composting regulations

• Catalogued available resources

• Identified stakeholders

• Direct contact with all stakeholders

Stakeholders

• Compost facility operators

• Anaerobic digester developers

• Dept of Agriculture (CAFO permitting 
& Animal Industries)

• USEPA Region 5

• Ohio Grocers Association

• Livestock farmers

• Food banks

• WWTP operators

• Biocycle

• Universities

• Zoos

1st Stakeholders Meeting 
September 2007



Meeting

Agenda



Morning Session

• “To what extent has your 
company or facility looked at 
food scraps diversion?”

• “What are the benefits of 
recovering foods scraps for your 
industry?”

Afternoon Session

• “What would prevent you 
and/or Ohio from effectively 
diverting food scraps?”

• “What are the next steps for 
promoting food scraps 
diversion?”

• “What role should Ohio EPA and 
ODNR have?”

Roundtable Questions



Main Barriers

• Not enough facilities (high 
transportation cost)

• Lack of a hauling infrastructure

• Operational concerns 
(generator & facility)

• Lack of adequate equipment / 
technology

• Deficient / disjointed 
regulations

Suggested Next Steps

• More partnerships

• Promote projects, capitalize 
on successes

• Training & educational 
resources

• Both regional & 
decentralized projects

• Update regulations

• All technologies & options

September 2007 Meeting 
Outcome





Ohio: What’s New 
Since 2007?

Food Scraps Recovery Initiative: 
2020 Vision

Stakeholders Meeting
November 16, 2010

Envision the Future

Identify Trends

Explore Opportunities

Exchange Ideas

Diversion Goals

Form Partnerships

Lead the Way



Class II Composting

Facilities

5 in 2007
(2 non-commercial)

23 in 2010!!
(7 non-commercial)



Non-commercial
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Commercial

• 3 pre-2007

• 1 non-commercial to commercial

• 3 new

• 9 upgraded to class II



Commercial Composting 
Facilities



Akron WWTP

OSU-OARDC

Columbus

Zanesville

http://wwwphp.10tv.com/vplayer.php?clip=2009_02_10_Green_Ohio_Waste_To_Energy.wmv


“Dry Batch”

Anaerobic

Digestion

&

Aerobic

Composting

http://www.wm.com/index.asp


Partnerships: Grocery Composting 
Pilot Project
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• Spring 2008
– Cincinnati area, SWMD meetings

– 2 facilities added

• Winter 2009
– Central Ohio Task Force / MORPC

– 1 facility added

– Hyatt Capitol, Eartha Ltd, other 
developing interests

• Spring 2009
– Cleveland Green Venues Project

Partnerships: Regional Stakeholder 
Meetings & Projects



2006

Food vendors

2007-2010

Food vendors

&

patrons



Resources & Training



• Sewage Sludge Rules

– Will allow adding food scraps

• Composting Rules

– Less requirements for on-site 

• Coordination ODA-CAFO rules

• Developing  waste-to-energy 
rules & policies

• Legislation

– No fees for all organics diverted

Regulatory Changes & 
Assistance



• Up to 70% organics!
– Grocery stores

– Hotels

– Restaurants

– Hospitals

– Government agencies

– Zoos

– Schools

– Arenas

– and so on…

Generators: Commercial Sector



• City of Huron

• Village of Luckey

• Dayton & 
Montgomery County

Generators: Residential



• National  Hauling 
Companies

• “Niche” haulers

• Compost/AD facilities 
combined service 

Transportation Trends



2007
• Quasar, $250K, AD’s 

combined heat & power unit 
& control panels 

• Ohio University, $250K + 
$50K College & University 
Grant, in-vessel composting

• Youngstown SU, $4,200, 
College & University Grant,  
expand composting storage 
area

2008
• Sagamore, $250K composting 

equipment

• Paygro, $245K, collection truck

• NAT Transportation $250K, AD, 
Returned

ODNR Market Development 
Grants



2009

• Fultz & Sons, $134,147, 
truck for residential food 
waste collection

• Sherrington Foods / 
“Marvin’s Organic Gardens”, 
$250K, equipment 

2010

• Waste Management 
(Cuyahoga Landfill), $76,500 
conveying system, skid-
steer composting facility

• Rosby Resource Recycling, 
$250K, windrow turner

ODNR Market Development 
Grants



Interactive Maps
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(Downtown) Clev Composting 
Timeline

• 4/30/09:   NEO Compost Summit at 

E4S       (www.e4s.org)

• 7/30:   FCE internal meetings with 

restaurant tenants

• 9-10/09:   Pilot planning meetings

• 11 – 12/09:   Pilot program

•12/9/09:   Composting company 

presentations to pilot participants

•1/11/10:  RFP released

•4/10/10: Browns, Progressive Field, 

Q, Forest City, others Composting on 

permanent basis!

Downtown Cleveland Compost Pilot
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Pilot Participants

• Tower City Center (7 tenants)

• Quicken Loans Arena

• GSA (Courthouse Cafe)

• Constantino’s Market

• Great Lakes Brewing Company

• URS

• Flannery’s 

• Cleveland Metroparks Zoo

Downtown Cleveland Compost Pilot

Composting everything 

but plastic, glass, metal



University Circle composting efforts

•Cleveland Clinic Foundation (CCF): 
•Largest employer in Ohio

•3,000 lbs./week to a class II facility & growing…

•University Hospitals (UH)
•3,192 lbs./week to Rosby

•Cleveland Botanical Garden worked with OH EPA to make sites compliant



Composting at Work

NASA Glenn



Recycle and Compost at Work: 
www.zerowasteneo.org



Questions

• Categorize barriers as:
No longer a barrier

Significant progress, but there’s 
work to be done

No progress made and still a 
barrier

• If still a barrier
What needs to happen to 
eliminate barrier?

Potential solutions?

Who should lead the way in 
implementing solutions?

General Responses

• Disposal infrastructure 
becoming less of a barrier

• Regulations not a barrier for 
most part

• Transportation still main 
barrier

• Education efforts crucial to 
overcome barriers

Roundtable 
“What’s Holding Us Back?



Questions

• What achievable goals should 
Ohio aim to attain in the next 10 
years? (What will be our vision 
for 2020?)

• What achievable goals should 
your industry or sector aim to 
attain in the next 10 years? (What 
will be your vision for 2020?)

General Responses

• Ban organics from landfills

• 100% diversion by hotels 
and grocers 

• More energy recovery

• Increase on both regional 
and local solutions

Roundtable 
“2020 Vision”



Next Steps

• Develop an organics diversion goals and 
strategy guidance for Ohio

• Annual stakeholders meeting

• Educational opportunities (webinars)

• More stakeholder engagement opportunities



• 2006 – 2009: 225% increase

• 2008 – 2009: 25% increase

Diversion Rates

cu. yds. Tons

2005 44,665 14888

2006 35,149 11716

2007 58,847 19616

2008 68,017 22672

2009 90,572 30191

Food Scraps

Year



THANKS!

www.epa.ohio.gov/dsiwm

Alison Shockley 614-728-5335

alison.shockley@epa.ohio.gov

Angel Arroyo-Rodríguez 614-728-5336

angel.arroyo@epa.ohio.gov

Maera Flynn 614-728- 5338

maera.flynn@epa.ohio.govC
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