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Maine Paint Stewardship Law 

– Paint Bill, passed July 2, 2013 

o Implement an industry financed and operated 
paint management system 

o Decrease cost and responsibility for local and 
state governments 

o Reduce. Reuse. Recycle. 

• Decease generation of postconsumer paint   

• Promote donation/using up 

• Increase recycling through improved 
convenience and outreach  

 



o Non-profit 501(c)(3) organization 

o Established in 2009 

o Created by the American Coatings Association 
as the industry’s product stewardship 
organization (PSO) 

o Governed by Board of architectural paint 
manufacturers 

o Represent all paint manufacturers 

o Operational organization – designs and 
implements all aspects of paint stewardship 
programs  

About PaintCare Inc. 



Why Paint 

o 50% of household hazardous waste is paint 

o Studies show that approximately 10% of paint 
is leftover/unused 

o 70 million gallons leftover annually in the US  

o Local and state government resources are 
limited, resulting in minimal opportunity to 
recycle paint (in most states) 



Push for Industry Stewardship 

2003 – Product Stewardship Institute (PSI) 
initiates national stakeholder dialogue aimed at 
finding a solution to postconsumer paint 
management 

Participants include:  ACA; paint manufacturers; 
Federal EPA, state and local governments;  
recycler; hazardous waste service providers 

2007 – Dialogue leads to drafting of state level, 
industry-supported legislation – “model bill”  

2009 – Oregon passes first paint stewardship law! 



Current Programs – 7 States 
 

Start Dates 

 2010:  Oregon 

 2012:  California 

 2013:  Connecticut  

 2014:  Rhode Island      
  Vermont          
  Minnesota 

 2015: Maine  
 

Need legislation for level-playing 

field and sustainable financing with 

anti-trust exemption. 



Maine 
Implementation 



Steps to Implementation  

1. Identify and register paint manufacturers  

2. Identify existing paint/HHW collection 
programs – establish partnership 

3. Develop baseline convenience criteria    (GIS 
modeling) using ME distance and population 
density criteria: 90% of residents should have 
access to a site within 15 miles + one additional 
sites for areas of 30K residents or more 

4. Identify and recruit retail and other new paint 
drop-off sites – establish partnership 



Steps to Implementation  

5. Identify contractors – begin outreach regarding 
fees as early as possible 

6. RFP for PR/outreach – develop communications 
plan 

7. RFP for paint transportation/processing services  

8. Develop budget based on anticipated collection 
volume (3.2 million gallons sold, 10% leftover = 
320, 000 gallons leftover) and other expenses 

9. Establish “PaintCare Recovery Fee” structure 

10. Submit Program Plan 



Program Plan 

o Detailed Program Plan and budget 
prepared by PaintCare and submitted to 
the Maine Department of Environmental 
Protection 

o Submit plan by April 15, 2015 

o Implementation by July 15, 2015, or 3 
months after Program Plan approval by 
the Commissioner 

o Early start: Aiming to start program in 
2014, but will need approval from 
PaintCare Board of Directors 



Who Can Use the Program 

Latex Program Products 

– From residents 

– From all businesses 

Oil-based Program Products 

– From residents 

– From CEG businesses  



Retail Responsibility 

1. Fee pass-through 

2. Sell only registered 
brands 

3. Be a paint drop-off 
site (voluntary) 

 



Retail Drop-Off Site 

PaintCare Provides 

• On-site training 

• Collection containers 

• Transportation 

• Recycling/proper 
disposal 

• Store poster and 
consumer education 
materials 

• Site promotion 



Oregon, California, 
Connecticut 

Implementation 



Collection Sites and Volume – OR 

Year 1: 469,665 gallons 

Year 2: 609,471 gallons 
 30% Increase 



Convenience – OR 
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Collection Sites and Events – CT 

 

o Convenience 
criteria resulted in 
~ 93 sites 

o Recruited 80+ 
retail and 20+ 
transfer stations 

o 7 one-day paint 
collection events 
in July and August 



Large Volume Pick-Up – CA 
 

Minimum of 300 gallons  

o More than 120 pick-ups 
since launching 
program in January  

Top Ten Sites  

o 3,120 gallons 
o 3,075 gallons 
o 2,396 gallons 
o 1,949 gallons 
o 1,832 gallons 
o 1,800 gallons 
o 1,719 gallons 
o 1,652 gallons 
o 1,551 gallons 
o 1,540 gallons 

 

 

 



Fee Structure and Costs 

Fee Structure: Oregon, California, Connecticut 

Half pint and less     $ 0.00 

More than half pint to less than 1 gallon  $ 0.35 

1 gallon   $ 0.75 

More than 1 gallon to 5 gallon  $ 1.60 

 

Program Cost  

Oregon: $3.8 M (pop: 3.8 M) 

California: $25-30 M (pop: 38 M) 

Connecticut: $3.1 M (pop: 3.6 M) 

Maine ~ $1.3 M (estimate based on $1/person)  

 

 



Retail Outreach 



POS / Consumer Materials 



Contractor Outreach 



Co-Branded Materials 



Program Posters 



Newspaper Ads 



Radio 

CA 15 sec. 

CA 30 sec. 

Spanish 30 sec. 



Billboard 



Online Banner Ads 



Site Locator Tool 



App Store Icon 

Mobile App 



Staffing 

See job description for Vermont, New 
Hampshire, Maine Program Manager at: 

 

paintcare.org/contact 



Contact Information  
 

Ida Arabshahi 

Program Coordinator 

(202) 719-3686   

iarabshahi@paint.org 

 

Marjaneh Zarrehparvar 

Executive Director 

(202) 719-3683   

mzarrehparvar@paint.org 

 


