
February 12, 2018
Our Packaging Journey



Is it possible to build a business 
that can make money and 

NOT damage the 
environment?

Stonyfield started as an 
organic farming school –

yogurt came later.

Founded in 1983 in Wilton, NH



(c) 2011.  Stonyfield Farm, Inc.  All Rights Reserved





Roles of Packaging

Attracts

Informs

Preserves & Protects



environmental
impact

performance

safety cost

shelf appeal consumer use

Packaging Considerations









Packaging Life Cycle

Energy
Material Use
Water
Solid Waste

Global Warming
Ozone Depletion
Air Pollution



Packaging reductions

Foil lid replacement

$1 MM saved annually
100 tons of packaging avoided annually
Ergonomic improvements

Energy

16%

Water

13%

Waste 

6%



Packaging reductions

Form, fill and seal
Reduced packaging by more than one third!
Efficiency and productivity gains

$1.8 MM saved annually
Annual savings of 250 tons of materials



First use of 
plant-based 
packaging in 

dairy

(2010)

• Carbon savings

• PLA out performs polystyrene

• Cost reduction

• Addressed consumer concerns

Bio-based Packaging



Packaging Efficiency

6 oz.

3.9%

4 oz. Multipack

4.4%

10 oz. Bottle

6.4%

2 oz. Tubes

11.1%

6 oz. Bottles

11.5%

Quart

4.0%

least
packaging

most
packaging

The most recyclable is not necessarily 
the lowest environmental burden!



Packaging Systems



Packaging Safety

Carcinogen
Mutagen
Reproductive Toxins
Endocrine Disruptor
Persistent, Bioaccumulative & Toxic
Metals

NO BPA
NO phthalates
NO PVC
NO Mercury

Prohibited Materials Including

Hazard Screen Red List

Pure Strategies, Inc.
March 2010



Packaging Resources

Walmart Sustainability Hub
Packaging Playbook

Sustainable Packaging Coalition
Assoc of Plastic Recyclers Design Guide
How2recycle
Pure Strategies, Inc.
UC Santa Barbara, Bren School
U of Michigan, Center for Sustainable Systems
Preserve, Gimme 5
FTC Green Guides




