FISCAL YEAR 2009 PROJECT


Solid Waste


Construction & Demolition (C & D) Debris Gypsum Wallboard Management 

Project Strategy: Increase the reuse and recycling of gypsum wallboard C&D debris in the Northeast through development of a common regional strategy of regulatory and policy actions that would create a larger and more stable supply of waste gypsum for recycling operations.
In May 2008, NEWMOA sponsored a meeting focused on C&D debris with representatives of all six New England states as well as New York and EPA Region 1.  The overall goal of the meeting was to determine two to four items for further work together as a group of states to promote markets for C&D waste materials.  At the meeting, there was strong consensus that states should work together on C&D debris issues, and that the first priority for work together should be gypsum wallboard.

Currently, waste gypsum wallboard is typically either disposed of directly in solid waste facilities or is processed with other C&D wastes and ends up in the residuals.  Hydrogen sulfide gas is created at landfills where gypsum is a component of C&D residuals used as alternative daily cover (ADC) in all of the northeast states.  To address this problem, the waste management programs in the region are currently in varying stages of developing limits for gypsum content in ADC.  At the same time, markets for recycling gypsum wallboard are starting to be developed.  A multi-state effort to facilitate the expansion of recycling markets for gypsum wallboard provides two significant benefits – reducing a public health problem from hydrogen sulfide gas at landfills, and increasing the sustainability of C&D materials management.

In response to the outcome of the May 2008 meeting, in FY 2009 NEWMOA initiated a project to develop a regional approach to increasing the reduction, reuse, and recycling of gypsum wallboard waste.  Through the project, the states will be assessing the viability of numerous policy, regulatory, and other program options regarding gypsum wallboard to facilitate the development of recycling options by:

· encouraging an increase in the supply of gypsum wallboard waste to processors

· ensuring that gypsum wastes are processed in an environmentally sound manner and into environmentally sound products

· encouraging the use of products that incorporate recycled gypsum

Another aspect of the project is identifying the appropriate government role in encouraging infrastructure development, including permitting and tax incentives.  Through the project, states will also engage private sector stakeholders to obtain their perspective on the various ideas.  The project goal is to develop a set of common methods that states agree to implement as feasible.

This project is funded by a grant from the EPA Resource Conservation Challenge (RCC) Program through EPA Regions 1 and 2. 

For more information contact: Jennifer Griffith, NEWMOA, (617) 367-8558 x303; jgriffith@newmoa.org.

