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New Design for Northeast P2 News
With this issue, NEWMOA is lauching a new format for the Northeast States Pollution Prevention News. NEWMOA believes that this
new design will make it easier to read, and hopes that the newsletter readers like this new format. Readers will also notice that
NEWMOA has included three feature articles in this issue and introduced a new section on P2 websites. The Association would
appreciate receiving comments and suggestions on the new newsletter design and sections. Just send an e-mail to
tgoldberg@newmoa.org with your comments.

Feature Article

Pollution Prevention Week 2001

The Northeast Waste Management Officials’ Association
(NEWMOA) extends its condolences to the family, friends, and
colleagues of anyone reading this newsletter that was injured or
killed in the attacks on September 11. Pollution Prevention
Week 2001 took place the week after the terrible events in New
York, Washington, and Pennsylvania. In spite of the tragedy,
many states demonstrated their commitment to P2 and energy
efficiency and proceeded with their plans for P2 Week.

preferable purchasing (EPP) and a list of useful websites. For a
copy of the bookmark and a more complete list of EPP websites,
visit the NEWMOA website at www.newmoa.org or contact
NEWMOA. The office still has many copies available for
distribution.
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In addition to the awards program, the Office of Technical
Assistance (OTA) displayed an exhibition, titled “Paying
Dividends: Massachusetts Industry and Environmental Progress”,
honoring the many successes accomplished by Massachusetts
industries over the past decade, since the promulgation of the
Toxics Use Reduction Act. The companies participating in this
exhibit have shown exceptional TUR and P2 achievements and
are profiled in case studies developed in conjunction with OTA.
These companies are examples of how Massachusetts industries
have successfully integrated TUR and P2 into their business
strategy, by implementing new technologies, and modifying
existing production processes to meet and exceed regulatory
requirements.
For more information contact: Denise Zambrowski, MA OTA
(617) 626-1071, denise.zambrowski@state.ma.us

Connecticut
The P2 Week events organized by the CT DEP P2 office
included: a tour of a new home that was constructed to use
geothermal energy, a mini-fair on P2 and environmentally
preferable purchasing, a press conference with the Commissioner
to conclude the Commissioner’s goal to collect 2001 pounds of
mercury in 2001, presentation of two Green Circle awards for
organizations who were exemplary in their collection of mercury,
and a lecture presented by the University of Connecticut
Environmental Research Institute on recently completed mercury
emissions studies.
For more information contact: Kim Trella, CT DEP (860) 4243234, kim.trella@po.state.ct.us

Massachusetts
st

On October 31 , the 2001 Governor’s Awards for Outstanding
Achievement in Toxics Use Reduction was held in Holyoke,
Massachusetts. Usually coinciding with National Pollution
Prevention Week, these awards are presented each year to
businesses, public or private institutions, nonprofit organizations,
community groups or individuals that have demonstrated
leadership and superior results in toxics use reduction (TUR) and
pollution prevention (P2). The event was a success and had
about 100 participants, including representatives from industry,
government, academia, and approximately 30 high school
students from Holyoke.

New Hampshire
New Hampshire Department of Environmental Services (DES),
Pollution Prevention Program (NHPPP) celebrated P2 Week
with the following accomplishments:
• Developed a web site on Environmentally Preferable
Purchasing (EPP)
• Assistant Commissioner Bisbee signed the P2 Week Joint
Resolution
• Governor Jeanne Shaheen signed a P2 Week Proclamation
• Emailed daily P2 tips on EPP to all DES employees
• Created an employee check message that went to over
11,000 NH government employees
• Displayed a booth in the DES lobby on Environmentally
Preferable Purchasing
• Published an article in a quarterly newsletter
• Prepared a press release that was sent to NH media
For more information contact: Sara Johnson, NH DES (603)
271-6460, sjohnson@des.state.nh.us

Bob Durand, Secretary of Environmental Affairs, was proud to
present the Governor’s Awards to the five recipients, recognizing
them for their “Outstanding Achievement in Toxics Use
Reduction.” The winners, representing public agencies, nonprofit
organizations, and small, medium and large industries, are: the
Burlington Board of Health, the Garden Club Federation of
Massachusetts, Texas Instruments, Inc., Standard Thompson Corp.,
and Armstrong Pharmaceuticals, Inc.

New Jersey
To kick off P2 Week 2001 in NJ, DEP Commissioner Bob Shinn
signed the “P2 Week Joint Resolution: Shop for a Better
Environment.” This built upon last year’s activities where New
Jersey was the fourth state, after Delaware, Massachusetts and
Virginia, to sign the “International Declaration on Cleaner
Production,” sponsored by the United Nation Environment
Programme.

Following the presentation of the awards, Dr. John Warner,
professor at the University of Massachusetts – Boston, engaged the
high school students in an enthusiastic presentation, encouraging
them to learn more about green chemistry, science, and
technology. He emphasized the need for the next generation of
scientists to understand all that “conventional” scientists know,
plus techniques and skills required to assess and solve problems
related to toxicity and environmental impact so that they can
create new safer materials.

The office held its second annual Children’s Poster Contest, using
the Environmentally Preferable Purchasing (EPP) theme, and
launched the new Children’s Webpage (www.state.nj.us/dep/
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opppc/click on ‘Kid’s Page’), which contains the poster contest
entries and numerous fun and educational games to help children
learn about P2. To promote this event, DEP held a contest asking
all DEP employees to provide feedback on what they liked about
the site, what they didn’t like, and suggestions for improvement.
The response was overwhelmingly positive, and DEP is
incorporating several staff suggestions.

DEC website. The children and their families enjoyed a sight
seeing cruise on the Hudson River with Pollution Prevention
Unit staff at the close of the day’s activities.
For more information contact: Dottie O’Hare, NYS DEC (518)
402-9474, dxohare@gw.dec.state.ny.us

Rhode Island
Governor Lincoln Almond joined Department of Environmental
Management (DEM) Director Jan Reitsma in announcing the
winners of this year’s Governor’s Awards for Pollution Prevention
and Environmental Leadership at a breakfast ceremony at the
Providence Marriott during P2 week 2001.

DEP displayed the Joint Resolution as well as the Poster Contest
entries in the lobby of the main DEP building, and also
distributed P2 tips and various brochures from the Office of
Pollution Prevention and Permit Coordination. In addition, all
DEP employees received daily e-mail P2/EPP tips based on the
EPP Bookmark developed by the NEWMOA P2 Week
Workgroup.
For more information contact: Laura Henne, NJ DEP (609) 7770518, lhenne@dep.state.nj.us

“By joining forces with the Narragansett Bay Commission, the
University of Rhode Island, the Environmental Protection
Agency and a host of organizations, our Department of
Environmental Management has come a long way in addressing
pollution prevention,” said Almond. “I applaud all the
companies we honor today for their commitment to sound
environmental management practices that are designed to curb
pollution before it begins.”

New York
DEC’s Central Office celebrated P2 Week in the lobby and
hearing room at the new building located at 625 Broadway in
downtown Albany. At the awards ceremony held mid-week,
Mary Werner, P2 Unit Director, announced that Governor Pataki
signed the 2001 Governor’s Proclamation for P2 Week and that
the commissioners of the Northeast States and the administrators
of EPA Regions I and II signed the Joint Resolution. DEC
Commissioner Erin Crotty and Albany Mayor Jerry Jennings
provided welcoming remarks at the ceremony. The NYS
Governor’s Awards for P2 were postponed due to the September
11th events and have not yet been re-scheduled.

“Pollution prevention is good for human health and the
environment, and it makes good business sense as well,” said
Reitsma. “Companies can save money on their costs, for raw
materials, waste treatment, and disposal; reduce their regulatory
burdens, and permit fees; and at the same time improve their
employees’ work environment.”
The awards recipients were:
• S&A/ Paramount Printing (Lincoln) for Press Wash-Up,
Solvent & Volatile Organic Compound (VOC) Reduction
• General Dynamics/Electric Boat (North Kingstown) for a
New Powder Coating Facility for Large Submarine Parts
• Naval Undersea Warfare Center (Newport) for their
Pollution Prevention Program
• Mr. Harold Gadon (Cranston) for his participation in the
Metal Finishing Strategic Goals Programs
• Tytex, Inc. (Woonsocket) for their pollution prevention
efforts
• Community College of Rhode Island (Lincoln, Warwick,
Providence)
For more information contact: Rich Girasole, RI DEM, (401)
222-4700 x4414, rgirasol@dem.state.ri.us

The NYS Strategic Goals Program awarded its first Certificate of
Achievement to C. H. Thompson, Co. Inc of Binghamton. A
bronze level award was issued to them for compliance with all
environmental regulations and achieving a reduction goal of 59
percent.
The DEC Pollution Prevention Unit set up a Green Buildings
display identifying the elements of DEC’s new building that
qualify as Green Building disign. The Divisions of Air, Solid and
Hazardous Materials, and Water also set up displays and staffed
them throughout the P2 Week activities.
Many people attended the children’s P2 awards ceremony, where
the winners received certificates and prizes. The winning posters
are proudly on display throughout the new building and on the
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Vermont
Vermont DEC and Small Business Development Center
contributed to the dialogue on Environmentally Preferable
Purchasing by collaborating with the Center for a New American
Dream, Green Seal, and others to present a national green
cleaning conference call entitled, “A Cleaner World.” The
conference call attracted more than 100 participants and allowed
Vermont to share its experience in selecting and securing a
contract for purchase of environmentally preferable custodial
cleaning chemicals.
Vermont also celebrated National P2 Week by making Pollution
Prevention the Highlight of the Month on the Agency’s website.

Agency employees and Vermonters visiting the website were asked
to celebrate National Pollution Prevention Week by examining
their own lifestyles; including the everyday choices a person
makes with regard to transportation, resource use and waste
management. Visitors to the website were urged to utilize various
Environmental Impact Calculators as one way to gain a valuable
perspective on some of the environmental impacts of their
everyday activities, as well as to discover ways to reduce their
personal environmental impacts. (See the websites section of the
newsletter for links to some of these Environmental Impact
Calculators.)
For more information contact: Doug Kievit-Kylar, VT DEC,
dougk@dec.anr.state.vt.us

Shop for a Better Environment, Preventing Pollution in 2001
Pollution Prevention Week Joint Resolution
WHEREAS, the Northeastern State Environmental Commissioners and Directors and the EPA Region I-New England and Region
II Administrators believe that a clean environment and safe food are critical to our health and well being; and an important way
to prevent pollution is for everyone to make environmentally aware purchases.
And, WHEREAS
• the products that we purchase can have a profound effect on solid and hazardous waste generation as well as water and air
quality;
• a clean environment and safe food are critical to our health and well being;
• federal, state, and local government agencies are increasingly and successfully involved with establishing environmental
criteria in their procurement of goods and services;
• businesses of all sizes, which consider environmental impacts when purchasing equipment and goods, have found “buying
green” to be good for business;
• many schools, hospitals, universities, and other institutions have begun to purchase environmentally preferable materials
and products to eliminate the use of those that can cause potential harm;
• consumers are beginning to read labels to understand the content of the purchases that they make and consider
environmental impacts when making those decisions;
• buying locally grown and/or produced products can have a significant impact on reducing the air quality impacts of long
distance shipping, supporting the local economy, providing fresher food; and assisting in maintaining existing open space;
• for products that contain toxic metals, such as mercury, there are currently many alternatives available, such as low or no
mercury fever thermometers, and other mercury free measuring devices;
• many products, such as paper, plastic, and metal products, that have recycled content are becoming more available;
• local recycling programs are becoming more prevalent;
• alternative, low impact cleaning products, paints, and other commonly sold items are now available for consumers and
businesses to purchase.
THEREFORE, Environmental officials in the Northeast, hereby proclaim September 17-23, 2001 as Pollution Prevention Week
and encourage all citizens to be environmentally aware when shopping.
Arthur J. Rocque, Jr., Commissioner, State of Connecticut, Department of Environmental Protection
Martha G. Kirkpatrick, Commissioner, State of Maine, Department of Environmental Protection
Bob Durand, Secretary, State of Massachusetts, Executive Office of Environmental Affairs
Lauren A. Liss, Commissioner, State of Massachusetts, Department of Environmental Protection
G. Dana Bisbee, Assistant Commissioner, State of New Hampshire, Department of Environmental Services
Robert C. Shinn, Jr., Commissioner, State of New Jersey, Department of Environmental Protection
Erin M. Crotty, Commissioner, State of New York, Department of Environmental Conservation
Jan H. Reitsma, Director, State of Rhode Island, Department of Environmental Management
Scott Johnstone, Secretary, State of Vermont, Agency of Natural Resources
Canute Dalmasse, Commissioner, State of Vermont, Department of Environmental Conservation
Robert W. Varney, Regional Administrator, U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, Region I-New England
William J. Muszynski, Acting Regional Administrator, U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, Region II
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Feature Article

Outreach to Dental Offices
Maine DEP, Maine Dental Association (MDA) and Maine
Wastewater Control Association (MWWCA), along with
concerned citizens and a special interest group. A draft pollution
prevention plan concerning wastewater discharges from dental
facilities is underway as several work sessions with these interested
parties have already taken place.
For additional information contact: Peter Cooke, ME DEP (207)
287-7100, peter.cooke@state.me.us

Dental offices routinely use and dispose of many hazardous
materials including mercury amalgam, x-ray fixer, x-ray film, lead
foil, cleaners for developer systems and sterilizer chemicals.
Currently many state programs in the Northeast are addressing
these issues, often in cooperation with state dental associations.
Recently the use and release of mercury in and from dental offices
has received much attention due to the potential health effects to
dentists, their staff and patients during the filling procedure, and
due to the potential environmental effects resulting from releases
to the sewer or disposal in the regular trash.

Massachusetts
MA DEP, working with the MA Dental Society (MDS) and
Stericycle (a medical waste hauler) implemented a statewide
collection of unused elemental mercury. Over a 9 month period,
roughly 1200 pounds of liquid elemental mercury was collected
from 111 dental offices and sent to Bethlehem Apparatus in
Pennsylvania where it was refined for direct reuse in a wide array
of products and processes. MA DEP, Pennsylvania DEP and
Bethlehem Apparatus came to an agreement to treat the mercury
as a commodity rather than a hazardous waste. Therefore,
participating dentists did not have to register as small quantity
generators and procedural transportation requirements were
simplified. Participating dentists were charged a nominal $25-$50
to cover the costs of shipping.

In an effort to assist state staff in accessing the available
information on mercury in dental offices, NEWMOA, as part of a
P2Rx Topic Hub project, developed a Mercury-Dental Topic
Hub (http://www.newmoa.org/Newmoa/htdocs/prevention/
topichub/). This site includes background information and
summaries of mercury-containing dental operations, reasons for
change, and P2 opportunities. In addition, 34 documents on
these topics can be accessed from the site.
Following are summaries of current P2 programs targeting dental
offices in Connecticut, Maine, Massachusetts, New Hampshire
and Vermont.

In January 2001, the MA Executive Office of Environmental
Affairs (EOEA) and the MA Dental Society (MDS) signed a
Memorandum of Understanding, to promote innovative solutions
and technologies to reduce mercury and dental amalgam wastes
and to increase its recovery and reuse. Initially, the agreement
focused on developing educational/outreach programs to increase
dentists’ awareness about the adverse environmental impacts of
mercury disposal and to increase their use of amalgam recovery
technologies. To this end, DEP/EOEA worked with MA Water
Resources Authority (MWRA) and MDS to develop and
distribute a “Best Management Practices” wall placard for use by
all MA dentists. DEP/EOEA funded the printing and mailing
costs.

Connecticut
Since the fall of 2000, the CT DEP Office of Pollution
Prevention has been partnering with the CT State Dental
Association (CSDA) to provide assistance to its members on ways
that a dental office can help to protect the environment. A guide
was produced titled “The Environmentally Responsible Dental
Office” by the CT DEP and the National Wildlife Federation that
was distributed through the CSDA. As a follow-up to the guide,
the CSDA and CT DEP have worked together to create a
statewide pick-up of unused bulk dental mercury from dentists.
This effort resulted in 412 pounds of mercury being collected.
The CT DEP Office of Pollution Prevention continues to provide
assistance to dentists on waste reduction and how to properly
manage wastes from a dental office on an as-needed basis.
For more information contact: Kim Trella, CT DEP (860) 4243234, kim.trella@po.state.ct.us

The parties also agreed to develop and implement solutions for:
• Collection, recycling, and retirement of existing inventories
of bulk elemental mercury
• Recovery of used dental amalgam from suction on water lines
• Promotion of dental amalgam waste collection, recovery and
proper disposition to prevent its disposal into the wastewater
or solid waste streams

Maine
In May of 2000 the Maine state legislature passed a bill requiring
the development of a P2 plan for dental facilities by July 15,
2002. A stakeholder group was assembled with members from
5
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The Massachusetts STrategic Envirotechnology Partnership
(STEP) is undertaking an independent study to develop and
implement a practical protocol for evaluating the performance,
operation and maintenance, and cost of amalgam separator
technologies. This information will allow dentists to make wise
technology choices and allow technology vendors to better
market their technologies.

•
•
•
•
•
•

The discharge of dental waste is one of the largest contributors of
mercury to wastewater. The MWRA estimates that 10-15 percent
of the man-made mercury going to the Deer Island wastewater
treatment plant is from dental offices. While a number of inoffice amalgam separator technologies are currently available on
the market throughout the United States, Canada, and Europe,
these technologies are not commonly installed in dental offices.

The dental survey had an enormous response from the dental
community. Over 400 dentists or 42 percent responded to the
survey. Results of the survey include:

•
•
•
•
•
•

With the help of an advisory committee, STEP is developing a
formal testing protocol based on a combination of laboratory and
field procedures. The advisory committee for the project
includes the Massachusetts Department of Environmental
Protection, the MWRA, the American Dental Association, the
Massachusetts Dental Society, technical experts, environmental
regulators, and environmental advocates from across the country.
During Phase I of the project, existing protocols were reviewed
and discussed, including the ISO protocol and the NSF/EPA
protocol. Phase II of this project will build a bench test protocol
that is reliable, rapid, inexpensive and does not use toxic
materials to predict the dissolved and particulate mercury in the
dental waste stream after treatment.

Created and mailed a dental survey to 950 NH dentists
Developed dental project web page
Collected vendor list of dental amalgam recycling facilities
Drafted dental outreach documents
Attended NH Dental Society Annual Meeting in May 2001
Worked with DES’ Hazardous Waste Compliance Bureau to
propose hazardous waste rule change for mercury amalgam

243 dentists use both amalgam and composites
39 dentists only use composites
50 dentists only use amalgam
173 dentists currently recycle waste amalgam
271 dentists dispose of x-ray fixer solution as hazardous waste
225 dentists dispose of fluorescent bulbs in solid waste

Based on survey results, NHDS focused newsletter articles on
proper disposal of fluorescent bulbs, recycling of x-ray fixer
solution, and a proposed hazardous waste rule change for mercury
amalgam.
DES, NHDS, and NH Small Business Development Center will
continue to develop and distribute outreach documents for
dentists. The American Dental Association Annual Meeting was
held in October in Kansas City, MO, and some of the information
from the meeting will be included in forthcoming outreach
documents.
For more information contact: Sara Johnson, NH DES (603) 2716460, sjohnson@des.state.nh.us

STEP is a collaborative effort of the Massachusetts Executive
Office of Environmental Affairs and the University of
Massachusetts to promote the development and use of
environmental technologies. Dr. Gordon Wallace, of the
University of Massachusetts Boston, is the lead investigator on
this project.
For more information contact: Linda Benevides, MA STEP
(617) 626-1197, linda.benevides@state.ma.us

Vermont
In 1999 all Vermont dental offices were sent a copy of a best
management practices guide entitled “The Environmentally
Responsible Dental Office: A Guide to Proper Waste Management
in Dental Offices.” As a follow up, the Vermont State Dental
Society recently completed an environmental survey of dental
offices, attempting to ascertain the extent to which BMPs are being
implemented. A summary of the results follows:
• 54 percent of 250 dental offices responded to the survey.
• The majority was familiar with the guide and found it useful.
• About one quarter of respondents do not use amalgam.
• Of those using amalgam, the majority use spill capsules and
not elemental or free mercury.

New Hampshire
During the last six months, progress on the NH Dental Project:
“Reducing PBT’s in the Health Care Sector” has surpassed
expectations. The NH Dental Society (NHDS) and the New
Hampshire Pollution Prevention Program (NHPPP) partnership
have created a working relationship to communicate and
disseminate valuable information to the NH dental community.
The following activities have been completed:
6
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•

•
•

Survey results suggest that amalgam usage has decreased
significantly over the last several years in favor of nonamalgam substitutes in dental offices responding.
Nearly all dental offices report the use of amalgam traps or
screens.
Although very few dental offices employ amalgam separators,
the majority of offices were interested in receiving
information about them.

traps and vacuum pump filters and collection and proper
disposal (through recycling or hazardous waste disposal) of
all trapped amalgam particles
• Preference for disposable chair side traps due to difficulties
of cleaning reusable traps
• Will not require amalgam separators until such time as the
Massachusetts Dental Amalgam Separator Project is
completed; at that time, will amend the procedure to
address requirements for installation, operation and
maintenance.
• Will require that sink traps be cleaned by 1/03 and mercury/
amalgam particles recycled or disposed as hazardous waste
• Addresses procedure for proper management of X-ray wastes
and chemical sterilants
• Requires that dental offices submit biennial certification of
compliance with BMP
For more information contact: Gary Gulka, VT DEC (802)
241-3626, GaryG@dec.anr.state.vt.us

Vermont DEC drafted a regulatory procedure that will soon be
adopted. This procedure requires dental offices to implement
best management practices with regard to the management of
dental amalgam wastes and other hazardous wastes. In large part,
the regulatory procedure follows the recommended BMPs that are
in the existing dental guide. The BMPs include the following:
• Prohibits use of (elemental) free mercury, in favor of single
use amalgam capsules
• Requires inspection and maintenance of chairside (primary)

Feature Article

Marina Outreach & Assistance
meeting that helped them understand each other’s approach to
this sector. The following sections provide brief descriptions of
the marina assistance and outreach activities underway in the
Northeast states and EPA Region 1-New England.

States in the Northeast have been concerned about the possible
environmental impacts of operations at the numerous marinas,
boat yards and yacht clubs in the region for a number of years.
During the past year, there has been a concerted effort in most of
the Northeast states and EPA Region I-New England to develop
assistance and outreach programs to help these facilities better
understand the relevant environmental requirements and
pollution prevention opportunities.

Connecticut
The CT DEP Office of Long Island Sound Programs and Boating
Division are jointly developing a Clean Marina Program that is a
voluntary, incentive-based, education and outreach campaign to
encourage environmental compliance and the use of best
management practices at the state’s 350 coastal and inland
boating facilities. The program will also include an outreach
campaign to educate the state’s boaters about environmentallyfriendly boating practices.

Many operations at marinas have potential environmental
impacts, including boat maintenance, repair, building, painting,
fueling, pump-out, and washing. States are also particularly
concerned about storm water runoff from marinas. These
operations and activities can impact the nearby waters and impair
air quality. Many marinas also generate hazardous waste and need
to manage those wastes properly. States have been focusing on
both coastal and inland marinas. For inland marinas there is
particular concern about preventing invasive species from
spreading and causing greater damage than has already taken
place from boats that owners move from one water body to
another.

CT DEP is working with Connecticut’s recreational boating
industry to develop a “Clean Marina Guidebook,” a cross-media,
user-friendly manual for marina operators that will outline the
state and federal legal requirements for common marina
activities, and best management practices to minimize impacts of
non-point sources of pollution from marinas and boatyards. Once
the manual is complete in early 2002, CT DEP plans to host
workshops on environmental compliance and pollution
prevention as well as provide small grants to facilities to conduct
demonstration projects for best management practices at boating
facilities.

Under a grant from EPA Region 1-New England, NEWMOA has
initiated a Marina Outreach and Assistance Workgroup to help
facilitate coordination and information sharing among the
Northeast states. The Workgroup recently had a successful
7
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opportunities. Activities include site visits, technical assistance,
and an updated “Best Management Practices in NH Marinas”
manual.
The following activities have been completed:
• Drafted DES’ 2001 BMP manual for NH Marinas (update of
1995 version). Many topics have been added, such as
regulatory information, Clean Vessel Act, and Clean Marine
Engine initiative.
• Conducted three site visits.
• Assisted in three site visits with EPA Region 1-New England.
• Published an article in “Wastelines” on the marina project
and marine engine initiative.

CT DEP is also working with the recreational boating industry to
develop environmental standards for marinas to be certified as
“clean marinas.” Since no marina can become a “clean marina”
without full compliance with environmental permits and without
taking several steps to go beyond compliance, CT DEP will
provide compliance assistance to marinas as they work toward
clean marina certification. CT DEP plans on beginning to certify
marinas in the fall and winter of 2002.
For more information contact: Elke Sutt, CT DEP (860) 4243034, elke.sutt@po.state.ct.us

Massachusetts
The Massachusetts Office of Coastal Zone Management (CZM)
recently released the Massachusetts Clean Marina Guide to
hundreds of marine boating facilities throughout the coastal zone.
This reference manual is designed primarily for use at marinas and
yacht clubs to provide information to operators about
implementing environmentally sound marina practices.

After each site visit, the marina checklist and the BMP manual
are revised to better fit the needs of the marinas. Common issues
observed during visits included:
• Shrink wrap use and disposal options
• Test tank water discharges
• Winter storage of engines, wet or dry using antifreeze
• Hazardous waste storage requirements

The release of the Guide kicked off CZM’s Marina Assistance
Program – a program developed to reduce environmental impacts
from marinas. To roll out the program and introduce the Guide,
CZM held five regional workshops last spring. These meetings
gave marina and yacht club staff and harbormasters an
introduction to the program, and provided an in-depth discussion
of the Guide, including an overview of BMPs marinas can adopt
to lessen environmental impacts. Marina operators were also on
hand to provide examples of practices adopted at their facilities.
These workshops provided valuable information and interesting
discussions about environmentally sound marina and boating
practices.

The BMP manual should be completed by Fall 2001 and
distributed in Winter 2001. Manuals will be distributed at a halfday marina workshop with NH MTA and by mail. The revised
BMP manual will also be made available on the NHPPP web
page. Follow-up site visits will be scheduled for the Fall and
Winter months, for those marinas that are open year-round.
NHPPP participates in the Clean Marine Engine Initiative
coordinated by DES’ Lakes Protection Program. P2 staff created a
public service message, which was televised in May 2001. While
the initiative is not part of the NH Marina Project, it has allowed
NHPPP to develop relationships with marine dealers/owners prior
to conducting site visits. This relationship has also given marina
owners the opportunity to comment on a checklist prior to its use.
Sales data from the site visits indicates that 80-90 percent of new
engine sales are low-emission marine engines.
For more information contact: Jen Drociak, NH DES (603) 2710878, jdrociak@des.state.nh.us

The Guide is also one component of CZM’s Clean Marine
Initiative—a collection of measures targeted at boaters,
communities, and marinas to reduce the pollution of marine
waters. This initiative will provide oil-absorbing bilge socks to
boaters, grants to municipalities to upgrade outboard boat
engines, and will survey commonwealth boat pumpout facilities
to find ways to improve this service.
For more information contact: Robin Lacey, MA CZM 617-6261220, Robin.Lacey@state.ma.us

New York
The New York Department of Environmental Conservation’s
Pollution Prevention Unit Outreach Team, in cooperation with
staff from Public Affairs, completed the video, Pollution
Prevention at New York Marinas. The video features P2 measures
taken at New York State marinas and raises important issues such
as proper control of invasive species and storm water control.

New Hampshire
NHPPP has been working with DES’s Watershed Management
Bureau, the NH Small Business Development Center and the New
Hampshire Marine Trade Association (MTA) to assist New
Hampshire marinas on regulatory issues and pollution prevention
8
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DEC Staff is currently busy developing the manual, Pollution
Prevention for Marinas. The draft manual is scheduled to be
completed by January 1, 2002 and sent out for review by
technical staff and industry representatives (comments will be due
April 1, 2002). The final document is scheduled to be completed
by July 1, 2001.

desired results, EPA is developing a variety of assistance tools to
complement other stakeholder assistance activity. These tools
include marina guidance manuals, a regional website, and marina
owner training workshops. In addition, working in conjunction
with NEWMOA, the group has established a regional marina
workgroup to further collaboration and to potentially work on
special marina sector projects.

NY DEC Staff held a Pollution Prevention Workshop for Marinas
and Yacht Clubs on October 3rd at the Bear Mountain Inn in
Rockland Co. The Hudson Valley Marine Trades Association
and NY Sea Grant co-sponsored the workshop. The Pollution
Prevention at New York Marina video was shown to introduce
the workshop theme. Pesticides re-certification points were
provided to interested attendees (i.e., marinas that conduct
bottom painting). This workshop is the first in a series of ten
workshops to be conducted between fall 2001 and fall 2002.
For more information contact: Cheryl O’Brien, NYS DEC (518)
402-9480, caobrien@gw.dec.state.ny.us

To help determine the results of this initiative, EPA Region 1-NE
is using a statistically valid measurement approach. Both before
and after the assistance is provided, EPA is conducting on-site
assessment visits of approximately 75 randomly selected marinas.
The process features a walk through with the owner using a
specially designed checklist to collect information on how each
marina is doing in selected environmental areas. The
measurement process will provide aggregate results of the
assistance and more knowledge about the sector and measurement
methods.
For more information contact: Larry Wells, EPA Region 1-NE
(617) 918-1836, wells.larry@epa.gov

Vermont
This boating season, the Vermont Small Business Development
Center conducted eight on-site voluntary compliance assistance
assessments for Vermont marinas using a qualified sub-contractor,
funded by an EPA grant. Two more visits are scheduled, thus
covering nearly half of the marinas in the state. All marinas
received an assessment report of multi-media violations identified
along with recommendations on correction measures and other
ways to improve environmental management. Nearly all
responded to a post-assessment survey, indicating that they had
made changes in various management practices, primarily
hazardous waste labeling and storage, and plan on implementing
some pollution prevention measures. Previous outreach and
assistance to marinas was nearly four years ago when the VT DEC
conducted a statewide workshop on pollution prevention and
environmental management.
For more information contact: Peter Crawford, VT SBDC (802)
728-1423, pcrawfor@vtsbdc.org

Northeast States Pollution Prevention News
Northeast States Pollution Prevention News is published a few times per
year by NEWMOA’s P2 Program, called the Northeast States
Pollution Prevention Roundtable (NE P2 Roundtable). The
publication is provided free to the Northeast states, EPA, and other
interested individuals and is supported by funds from EPA Region 1 New England and the Northeast States.
The NE P2 Roundtable would like to thank the following people for
writing and producing this newsletter: Andy Bray, Linda Benevides,
Peter Cooke, Jenny Braun-Friedman, Diane Buxbaum, Julie Churchill,
Janet Clark, Rich Girasole, Gary Gulka, Sara Johnson, Robin Lacey,
Dennis Lucia, Jim McCaughey, Ken Ratzman, Abby Swaine, Kim Trella,
Paul Walsh, Larry Wells, Doreen Zaback, and Denise Zambrowski.
Terri Goldberg and Karen Thomas managed production of the
newsletter. Fineline Communications designed the newsletter.

EPA Region 1-New England
The EPA Region 1-New England Office of Assistance and
Pollution Prevention is working with regional stakeholders on
implementing a marina assistance initiative. This integrated effort
is designed to address marinas’ environmental issues in such areas
as management of storm water, oil and fuel, and waste. Overall
goals include increased regulatory compliance and awareness of
effective operating practices in these areas. To accomplish the

Please use the form at the back of this issue to request an address
change, to add your name to the mailing list, or to request an
electronic version of the newsletter. NEWMOA appreciates your
cooperation in ensuring that the mailing list is correct.
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Program Updates
hazardous air pollutant (HAP). Because VertecTM evaporates at
approximately half the rate of MEK, it is projected that approximately 1,210 gallons of the solvent at a cost of $5,676/year will
be purchased. Upfront cost savings are expected to be $6,484
annually. Other benefits include a reduction in hazardous waste
disposal and the elimination of regulatory reporting requirements
associated with using HAPs.
For more information contact: Doreen Zaback, CONNSTEP
(860) 539-4904, dzaback@connstep.org

CONNECTICUT

CONNSTEP
CLEANING SOLVENT ALTERNATIVE
Through a PPIS grant, CONNSTEP, Inc. was able to assist a client
with the selection of an alternative cleaning solvent. The client
had been using a 50/50 mixture of methyl ethyl ketone (MEK)
and lacquer thinner to remove paint from stencils, shields, and
paint gun tips. The cleaning mixture was used at a rate of 2,420
gallons/year at an annual cost of $12,131. In addition, the client
needed to find ways to reduce VOC emissions at their facility.
CONNSTEP, Inc. conducted research to identify suitable cleaning alternatives and provided the client with a list of contacts at
companies that were willing to supply free testing samples of their
cleaning products.

MAINE

Maine DEP
BOAT BUILDING & REPAIR INITIATIVE
The Maine DEP’s Office of Innovation and Assistance is targeting
the Composite’s Sector with pollution prevention and compliance assistance, with an emphasis on Boat Building and Repairing
(BB&R). The boat sector makes up over 80 percent of the
composite industries in Maine. The BB&R industry will be DEP’s
emphasis for small business compliance assistance along with
other priority requests that comes in from other sectors.

After sampling a number of solvent alternatives, the client
determined that VertecTM, an ethyl lactate solvent derived from
corn, best suited their needs. While the VOC content of VertecTM
is considered to be 100 percent, its vapor pressure is considerably
lower than that of MEK resulting in fewer VOCs emitted over a
set rate of time. Unlike MEK, VertecTM is not considered to be a

Maine DEP has partnered with other interested groups and
associations including the Maine DEP Bureau of Remediation
and Hazardous Waste, DEP Bureau of Air Quality, DEP Toxics
and Hazardous Waster Reduction Program, DEP Pollution
Prevention Program, University of Maine Technology CenterComposites Research Laboratory, Maine Marine Trade Association, SBDC, and an Environmental Management System consultant.

NORTHEAST WASTE MANAGEMENT OFFICIALS’ ASSOCIATION
NEWMOA is a non-profit, non-partisan interstate governmental
association. The membership is composed of state environmental agency
directors of the pollution prevention, hazardous and solid waste, and
waste site cleanup programs in Connecticut, Maine, Massachusetts, New
Hampshire, New Jersey, New York, Rhode Island, and Vermont.
NEWMOA’s mission is to help states articulate, promote, and implement
economically sound regional programs for the enhancement of environmental
protection. The group fulfills this mission by providing a variety of
support services that facilitate communication and cooperation among
member states and between states and EPA.

DEP has conducted research on compliance issues specific to
BB&R in Maine and are in the process of compiling the compliance information specific to this sector in an easy to assimilate
format.

NEWMOA’s P2 program was established in 1989 to enhance the capabilities of the state and local environmental officials in the northeast to
implement effective source reduction programs. The program is called the
Northeast States Pollution Prevention Roundtable (NE P2 Roundtable).
This program involves the following components: (1) NE P2 Roundtable
meetings and workgroups; (2) regional P2 information resource center and
databases of information; (3) source reduction research and publications; (4)
training sessions; and (5) regional policy coordination and development.

The ME DEP SBAP on-site staff dedicated to this project is
receiving further multi-media training through the DEP Air
Bureau. Currently they have assisted in writing licenses and are
becoming familiar with licensing and regulatory requirements.
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The DEP SBAP on-site staff, dedicated to this project, is gathering
regulatory and threshold information to write a draft guidebook
for on-site compliance assistance. Maine currently does not have
an air regulatory guidebook, and the Agency has identified this as
a compliance assistance need during previous pollution prevention on-site work.

MASSACHUSETTS

Massachusetts OTA
ME DEP has performed one significant on-site specific to the
BB&R Sector and many others outside of this sector. The focus
when performing an on-site is to utilize the Iowa Waste Reduction
tools. The BB&R facility they visited is in the middle of testing
newer less toxic methodologies for applying gel coats, including
lower styrene-containing gel coats and vacuum application
techniques to reduce or eliminate air emissions.

INDUSTRIAL WATER MANAGEMENT
On three separate occasions during October, OTA hosted a
workshop on Industrial Water Management that had a regional
focus on an area of Massachusetts that has experienced tremendous growth – the Interstate 495 corridor. Many companies in
this region are feeling the growing pains associated with water
quality, water supplies, and wastewater treatment, such as limits
on their water consumption or further restrictions on their
wastewater discharge.

The ME DEP has begun researching and identifying pollution
prevention technologies that are being successfully implemented
in the BB&R field, including low VOC gel coats, application of
resins and gels including differing vacuum techniques. They have
begun working with University of Maine Technology CenterComposites Research Laboratory, who is interested in testing
alternative coating and materials application specific to the Boat
Building and Repair Sector.

In an effort to assist these companies, the workshop explored costeffective opportunities to conserve, recover, and reuse water as
part of a strategy to maintain flexible manufacturing operations
in the face of limited water resources. The presentations covered
viable water conservation and management options for process
industries and included actual experiences from industries
implementing water conservation and recycling technologies.
The workshop was well received, and many participants are
looking forward to OTA’s plans to follow up on this issue by
developing new outreach materials and other events.

The project’s work plans for the near future includes:
•
Complete a draft of the Air Guidebook
•
Complete the compilation of the compliance issues
specific to the BB&R sector
•
Perform more on-sites in the BB&R Sector
•
Advertise and utilize the Small Business Compliance
Incentive policy
•
Meet with partners and identify new partners who may
be beneficial to the project
•
Begin compiling pollution prevention process
techniques specific to the BB&R Sector that would be
considered Best of Class
•
Review and compile BACT and MACT standards
related to the industry in coordination with the Air
Bureau
•
Review EMS & ISO 14001 standards specific to the
BB&R Sector
For more information contact: Peter Cooke, ME DEP (207)
287-6188, peter.cooke@state.me.us

STEPS TO IMPROVE FUEL EFFICIENCY
OTA will be hosting a workshop titled “Steps to Improve Fuel
Efficiency” on November 30th. The recent designation of
polycyclic aromatic compounds (PACs) as Persistent,
Bioaccumulative, and Toxic (PBT) chemicals affected many
facilities in Massachusetts that will need to include these compounds in their TURA plans due in 2002. This workshop was
organized by OTA to provide manufacturers and the Toxics Use
Reduction Planners Association (TURPA) with information
necessary to develop fuel and energy efficiency improvements as
a preliminary step in their PAC planning activities.
GREEN CHEMISTRY SYMPOSIUM
On October 29th and 30th, the Executive Office of Environmental
Affairs (EOEA) and the University of Massachusetts sponsored
the second annual Green Chemistry Research Symposium.
Speakers included representatives from university laboratories,
industry, MA state government, and the White House Office on
Science and Technology Policy.
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TOXICS USE REDUCTION NETWORKING (TURN)
TURN had a terrific end-of-year event at the Massachusetts State
House in June. The six grantees offered presentations and
information booths, and over 100 legislators, program staff and
community visitors were present. The TURN Program was
established by the Institute in 1995 to encourage involvement by
community organizations and municipalities in the TURA
program, promoting safer and cleaner industrial processes that
enhance the economic vitality of Massachusetts firms, while
protecting the environment, workers, and public health.

The Symposium show-cased green chemistry research being
conducted at the University of Massachusetts and throughout
New England and featured five technical sessions on alternative
feedstock, alternative reactions, alternative solvents, designing
less toxic materials, and emerging issues in green chemistry.
ENVIRONMENTAL HEALTH & SAFETY IN SCHOOLS
OTA is proposing an opportunity for businesses to partner with
local schools, as a mentor, to address serious chemical management issues and assist in school chemical clean-outs. From this
partnership, businesses can build strong community ties by using
their expertise to improve the health and safety of local schools.
For more information contact: Denise Zambrowski, MA OTA
(617) 626-1071, denise.zambrowski@state.ma.us

Two types of grants are awarded under the TURN program:
Community Awareness projects designed to raise awareness and
understanding of TUR; and Municipal Integration projects that
foster incorporation of toxics use reduction/pollution prevention
strategies into local municipal activities and functions. To date,
51 projects have been funded. These projects serve as educational
tools and models for citizens, local government, and businesses
interested in reducing toxics. A listing of new projects and many
of the past projects and products are featured on TURI’s Community Website at http://www.turi.org/community.
The 2002 round of projects has just begun, with 6 grantees and
their partners receiving an October day of training from the
TURN Program Manager, Eileen Gunn. The session included a
presentation by Dr. Ted Schlettler on chemical toxicology and Dr.
Michael Ellenbecker on health and safety assessment training
featuring the TURI software, P2Oasys.
For more information contact: Eileen Gunn, MA TURI (978)
934-3434, Eileen_Gunn@uml.edu

Toxics Use Reduction Institute
TUR & PUBLIC HEALTH OFFICERS CONFERENCE
MA TURI, MA DEP and MA OTA in collaboration with the MA
Department of Public Health (DPH) and the MA Health Officers
Association (MHOA), coordinated and hosted a one-day
conference on June 5, 2001 for Massachusetts public health
officers and TURA Program officials. As part of its ongoing
program of collaboration with the Public Health community, the
Toxics Use Reduction Institute (TURI) was the primary agency
responsible for coordinating the conference. TURI assembled,
and twice convened, an advisory committee to develop the
conference scope and agenda. Funding for the conference was
provided by a grant from the Ford Foundation through a 1999
Innovations in American Government Award to the Toxics Use
Reduction Program

TECHNOLOGY HEALTH & ENVIRONMENT LIBRARY
The publicly available catalog of the Library is called “Greenlist,”
which now has 10,000 titles and abstracts (http://www.turi.org/
greenlist). Starting in August, a weekly emailed Greenlist Bulletin
features 10 recent titles. It is generating many compliments and
requests to the librarian for hard copy or deeper research. The
Library has also recently received a donation of books on environmental justice from Beverly Johnson, former Institute Administrative Director and founder of the TURN Program. The Institute’s
website has been redesigned. There are many good reports and
tools to be found, including printable fact sheets on 18 high
hazards chemicals.
For more information contact: Mary Vidal, MA TURI (978)
934-3390, Mary_Vidal@uml.edu

The conference featured 18 speakers in 2 plenary sessions and 5
breakout sessions. Each 100-minute breakout session was
conducted twice – once in the morning, and repeated again in the
afternoon. The sessions were: Improving Indoor Air Quality
through Green Building Design and Renovation; Health Effects of
Toxics on Adults and Children; Chemical Management in Public
Facilities; Reducing Pesticides in Communities; and Toxics in
Small Business and Industry.
In addition, there was a 100-minute Interactive Resource Session
that featured 15 poster displays from the state and community
organizations. The conference ended with a facilitated interactive exercise in which participants discussed in small groups
strategies and processes for advancing specific toxics use reduction initiatives in their communities. Comments from Health
Officials indicated their appreciation for a critical topic they
want to know more about.

SURFACE SOLUTIONS LABORATORY
TURI’s Surface Cleaning Lab has been renamed the “Surface
Solutions Laboratory” (SSL). This is in response to the Lab’s
recent activity on research projects closely related to surface
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Institute’s involvement in implementing the University’s own
EMS in the Olney Building will provide lively tales of strategies
and barriers for the workgroup.
For more information contact: Janet Clark, MA TURI (978)
934-3346, clarkjan@turi.org

cleaning, like conformal coatings at Raytheon’s Lexington plant.
In addition, the SSL has expanded testing capabilities to include
non-aqueous cleaning alternatives, such as media blasting with
sodium bicarbonate (baking soda) and dry-ice/CO2 (carbon
dioxide). At the same time, the Laboratory will continue to
handle routine industrial cleaning applications, as well as respond
to institutional (i.e., maintenance and janitorial) cleaning
processes that also need to become “safer and greener.” This last
category encompasses manual cleaning performed at schools,
hospitals, hotels and other facilities.

UNIVERSITY RESEARCH
The Institute continues to support research on UMass campuses in
the areas of green chemistry, alternative energy sources and fuel
cells, lead-free electronics, and polymers and plastics.
For more information contact: Liz Harriman, MA TURI (978)
934-3387, harriman@turi.org

PEER MENTORING NETWORKS
TURI assembled approximately 30 MA companies from throughout the coated wire and cable supply chain for a focus group on
emerging global environmental issues. Current and pending
legislation in Europe and Japan would phase-out the use of lead,
cadmium, mercury, hexavalent chromium and some brominated
flame retardants in electronics, vehicles and some other products.
In order to help the wire and cable companies respond to the
needs of their global customers, the Institute has put together
information on environmental issues and alternative safer
materials. The focus group meeting provided a forum to inform
companies about the issues, hear from the wire and cable
industry’s suppliers about new innovative materials, and hear
what their customers are looking for.
For more information contact: Liz Harriman, MA TURI (978)
934-3387, harriman@turi.org

Massachusetts DEP
FINALIST IN AMERICAN GOVERNMENT AWARD
The Environmental Results Program (ERP), a bold initiative
replacing traditional, permit- driven regulations with an industrytailored, performance-based system, is being honored with a
$20,000 grant and national recognition as one of 15 finalists in
the Innovations in American Government Award.
For more than a generation, environmental regulation across the
country has been based on a “command and control” system,
emphasizing enforceable permits and penalties for polluters.
While this approach has achieved significant environmental
progress, its emphasis on permits has often distracted government
regulators and regulated companies from what should be their
primary concern, preventing pollution. ERP has begun to change
the “command and control” culture by focusing on self-certification, compliance assistance and by fostering a new regulatory link
to smaller businesses.

EMS
EMS implementation at UML is moving into high gear as
outreach and training is reaching all faculty and students. Teams
will begin writing new procedures over the next few months.

ERP educates businesses about their obligations from the perspective of how they operate instead of how government regulates
them; requires high-ranking company officials to sign annual
certifications of compliance; and uses an industry scoring system
to track the performance of individual facilities and sectors of the
economy. ERP encompasses 2,200 businesses, including dry
cleaners, photo processors and printers, capturing a vast number
of smaller companies never reached by traditional regulation.

TURI’s Environmental Management System workgroups are
designed for 6 to 10 participating companies to share experiences
in EMS implementation. The FY 2001 series hosted by NYPRO
and M/A-COM were a great success, ending in a joint session of
learning and celebration. They heard from a lead auditor on tips
and experience in this part of the implementation process. Both
companies were champions of this management method that “will
help improve earth’s environment for our grandchildren,” to
quote the NYPRO leader. All participants expect to be more
efficient and agile as a result of their efforts in implementing and
EMS. The 2002 workgroups have been established, led by
Teradyne of North reading and Gentex Optics of Dudley. Pam
Eliason and Janet Clark of the Institute manage these workgroups.

Many companies willingly improve their own environmental
practices under this revolutionary new system. One in 10
facilities that have submitted certifications have identified
environmental violations and committed to compliance timetables– all without state inspectors ever setting foot in their
facilities. Meanwhile, fewer businesses are unregulated. For
example, 10 percent of the state’s dry cleaners appeared in DEP’s
database before ERP. Today, 95 percent are registered.

The Institute is participating, as resource staff, with the University
EMS Service Program, which is kicking off an EMS workgroup of
colleges and universities that will begin this month. The
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Inner-Tite, a manufacturer of anti-theft locking devices for utility
meters, had been using trichloroethylene as a degreasing agent in
its manufacturing operation. Vapors from the solvent made the
company a major source of air pollution. However, last year
Inner-Tite installed a new, innovative degreasing system that
substantially reduced the company’s use of trichloroethylenee.
With the new equipment, the company no longer needs an air
pollution permit.

REAPS BRINGS RECYCLING LESSONS TO SCHOOLS
The average Massachusetts resident produces more than six
pounds of trash each day. That adds up to about one ton per
person a year. But people reduce their reliance on landfills and
incinerators, preserve open spaces, generate new jobs, and save
trees and other natural resources by recycling, composting, and
reducing waste.
That is the message delivered by DEP’s Recycling Education
Assistance for Public Schools (REAPS) program. REAPS
provides free classroom presentations and teacher training on
recycling and other solid waste issues for Massachusetts public
schools, Grades K through 12. DEP has sponsored the program
since 1995, making hundreds of classroom presentations and
offering numerous teacher-training sessions.

As part of the consent order Inner-Tite signed with DEP, it agreed
to participate in technology transfer programs and share its
innovative degreasing technology equipment with industry,
environmental and public awareness groups. The facility agreed
to work with the MA Office of Technical Assistance and the
Toxics Use Reduction Institute as a “case-study” facility sharing
its P2 accomplishments, and to advertise its technology in
industry newsletters or other appropriate publications.
For more information contact: Paul Walsh, MA DEP (617) 5561011, Paul.H.Walsh@state.ma.us

REAPS provides K-12 interactive age appropriate fun presentations, offering a wide variety of topics including: recycling, source
reduction/reuse, composting, worm composting, household
hazardous waste, and a solid waste overview.
The goals of REAPS are to expand and maintain an educational
program that increases awareness of why and how to use the “3
R’s” (reduce, reuse, recycle); initiate and increase participation in
recycling, composting and other waste reduction activities by
students, teachers and parents; and track related programs in
public schools across the state.

NEW HAMPSHIRE

New Hamphsire DES
HOSPITAL PROJECT
NHPPP has been working in conjunction with the New Hampshire Hospital Association (NHHA) on an outreach document
for NH Hospitals on pollution prevention and the reduction of
mercury-containing devices and PVC-containing material. The
document explains what mercury and dioxin are, why they are
harmful, where they can be found in hospitals, and how to reduce
mercury and PVC-containing products. More specifically, for
each persistent bioaccumulative toxin (PBT), sections are broken
into a) Inventory, b) Source Reduction, c) Proper Management,
and d) Alternative Products. The document further explains
issues with cadmium bags, formaldehyde, ethylene oxide, xylene,
and gluteraldehyde. At the end of each section there is a list of
on-line resources hospitals can turn to for further assistance. The
outreach document will be ready to distribute in Winter 2002.

C & E RESULTS IN DECREASED TCE
Several recent DEP projects illustrate how compliance and
enforcement (C & E) can facilitate pollution prevention. In
August inspectors from DEP’s Central Regional office signed a
consent agreement with New Method Plating Company of
Worcester, which could result in as much as a 95 percent reduction in trichloroethylene. A similar agreement was made with
Inner-Tite of Holden with the addition of a commitment to share
the new technology with industry representatives and publicawareness groups.
In 2000, inspectors from the DEP’s Central Regional office in
Worcester found that New Method Plating Company had been
operating as a major source of air pollution without the necessary
permit. Specifically, the inspectors determined that the company,
which uses the solvent TCE as a degreasing agent, had actual or
potential vapor emissions that exceeded the major-source
threshold of 10 tons per year dating back to 1993. To achieve
compliance, New Method Plating has agreed to install a state-ofthe-art degreasing system that is expected to cut the company’s use
of TCE by 95 percent. With the new equipment, the company
will no longer need a major source-operating permit.

NHPPP and NHHA have also conducted hospital site visits.
NHPPP and NHHA conducted one hospital site visit this summer
to assist in a mercury inventory, spill plan, and mercury-containing products reduction. NHPPP conducted additional site visits
to a hospital satellite facility and assisted in mercury outreach and
RCRA compliance issues. In addition, NHPPP assisted an elder
care facility this summer. Staff conducted mercury outreach, and
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looked at other hazardous waste generating processes. Everything
from batteries, to thermometers, thermostats, fluorescent bulbs,
and cadmium red-bag waste were examined. Suggestions were
provided on waste reduction for these sources.
For more information contact: Sara Johnson, NH DES (603)
271-6460, sjohnson@des.state.nh.us or visit http://
www.des.state.nh.us/nhppp/healthcare.htm

By eliminating MEK, the plater will improve worker health and
safety, reduce solvent emissions, and their reduce regulatory
requirements.
For more information contact: Sara Johnson, NH DES (603)
271-6460, sjohnson@des.state.nh.us
MERCURY LEGISLATION
DES staff has been working with a subcommittee of the NH
House Environment and Agriculture Committee to prepare HB
675, the mercury-added products bill, for the 2002 legislative
session. After several work sessions the subcommittee has voted
to send it to the full E & A Committee with a recommendation of
ought-to-pass as amended. Should the full committee pass the
bill, it will go to the House floor when the 2002 legislative
session opens in January.
For more information contact: Stephanie D’Agostino, NH DES
(603) 271-6398, sdagostino@des.state.nh.us

EMS
DES’ Voluntary EMS Program is winding down. Five companies,
located in the NH Seacoast area, completed the DES-provided
EMS implementation training. The companies will provide
periodic updates on how the use of EMS is changing their
activities and environmental performance. DES circulated a
project report for public comment. Reports and other information on the national research into EMSs and their effectiveness
can be found at http://www.eli.org/isopilots.htm. Also see the
website of the Multi-State Working Group on EMSs at
www.mswg.org .
The NH Department of Transportation is participating in an EPAsponsored EMS training program, with the goal of achieving ISO
14001certification for the entire Department.
For more information contact: Bob Minicucci, NHDES (603)
271-2941, rminicucci@des.state.nh.us
CLEAN-P2
The primary goal of CLEAN-P2 is to encourage a P2 approach to
environmental improvement and regulatory compliance. Companies that participate in the project will be asked to implement a
P2 project and NHPPP will follow-up with the facility to review
implementation of project and measure results. NHPPP has
conducted three initial site visits.

COLLECTION OF MERCURY THERMOSTATS
NHPPP purchased 20 thermostat collection bins from the
Thermostat Recycling Corporation (TRC) and has been providing them free-of-charge to interested heating, ventilation and air
conditioning (HVAC) wholesalers. Earlier this summer, NHPPP
sent letters to HVAC wholesalers detailing the project, and asking
for participation. A few interested parties contacted NHPPP;
however, when NHPPP’s intern conducted follow-up calls to
those who received letters, additional participants were generated. To date, NHPPP has 11 participating HVAC wholesalers,
and hopes to secure more.
For more information contact: Paul Lockwood, NH DES (603)
271-2965, plockwood@des.state.nh.us or visit http://
www.des.state.nh.us/nhppp/trc.htm
GETTING TOXICS OUT OF NH SCHOOLS
NHPPP will be working with high schools in NH over the next
year to reduce toxic materials. As a first step, NHPPP, in conjunction with EPA Region 1-New England and NEWMOA, is
sponsoring a workshop that focuses on toxic materials in schools
(K-12). Topics will include: Why are toxic and hazardous
chemicals a problem in schools; Two NH school case studies;
Chemical pre-screening for safety; Removing unwanted toxic and
hazardous chemicals; Mercury in schools; Establishing a chemical
management system; Specific P2 examples for schools; Integrated
pest management; and Resources and funding opportunities.

A printer, one of the participating firms, called Printer 1 here, may
be able to reduce their waste generation by segregating hazardous
and solid waste. If the printer follows NHPPP recommendations,
generation of hazardous waste will be significantly reduced. This
may mean that Printer 1 will change to Small Quantity status and
be subject to reduced regulatory requirements. Another printer
can improve worker health and safety, reduce solvent emissions,
and reduce their solvent use if they switch to a lower VOCcontent blanket wash. Current blanket wash solvents and usage
rates put the facility right on the edge of needing an air permit.
With the lower VOC-content blanket wash, the second printer
will fall below the de-minimus level. NHPPP recommended to
another Clean-P2 firm, a metal plater, that they eliminate the use
of MEK in the cleaning process because alternatives are available,
and MEK is included in the Air Toxics Program, which requires
them to calculate MEK usage and maintain appropriate records.

The workshop will be held at DES on Tuesday, December 11,
2001 from 8:00-4:00. The workshop is free-of-charge, but preregistration is required. NHPPP welcomes other state representatives. For more information contact: Sara Johnson, NH DES
(603) 271-6460, sjohnson@des.state.nh.us
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of the “Right to Know” philosophy, the obvious benefit of this
system is that the users will have instant access to quality data for
facilities in their neighborhoods.
It is important to highlight at this point how the NJ data is
significantly different from the Federal TRI reporting. In
addition to the standard release and transfer data collected on
TRI, the materials accounting data tracks the amount of hazardous substances into the following categories: Brought on site,
Beginning, Ending and Maximum Inventory, Produced on-site,
Shipped in Product and Consumed. By collecting this data, NJ DEP
knows how much hazardous material was shipped through a
facility’s neighborhood and how much hazardous substance ends
up in products.

NEW JERSEY

New Jersey DEP
ELECTRONIC REPORTING OF P2 DATA
New Jersey is one of only two states that require comprehensive
materials accounting and pollution prevention planning. The
New Jersey Pollution Prevention Act covers those facilities that
are required to submit Form Rs to USEPA. NJ DEP has been
collecting materials accounting data since 1988 and pollution
prevention planning data since 1993. The biggest criticism NJ
DEP receives on both data sets is the poor data quality and
delayed releases. It is common for data not to be released for
public consumption for up to two years after submittal.

Pollution prevention planning reporting keeps facilities constantly in touch with pollution prevention concepts. Requiring
facilities to prepare pollution prevention plans and report their
reduction goals makes facilities evaluate whether the so-called
“low hanging fruit” is really gone. Now that these goals will be
easily accessible on the Internet, companies may scrutinize
themselves and search for pollution prevention opportunities
even more.

Based on this valid criticism, NJ DEP has completed a project
where materials accounting and pollution prevention planning
data can be submitted electronically via the Internet. The longterm goal is to require that all data be submitted in this fashion.
The NJ DEP believes this initiative will be beneficial not only to
NJ DEP, but also to industry, community groups, non-governmental organizations and the general public.

In conclusion, the materials accounting and pollution prevention
planning data has always been a valuable tool for the Department
and the general public. The major reason the data sets have not
been used systematically is the poor data quality and the delays in
data release. Both of these issues have been addressed via the
electronic reporting system. DEP’s next step is making the data
available to all users; they hope this will be accomplished via an
Internet portal by the summer of 2002.
For more information contact: Kenneth Ratzman, NJ DEP
KRATZMAN@dep.state.nj.us

The electronic data entry is beneficial to covered facilities since
reporting will be streamlined. Streamlining benefits include prepopulation of the forms, QA/QC being done as data is entered,
the user having permanently available records, and automatic
queuing of forms (i.e., system lets the users know what needs to be
completed).
The Department benefits by having a drastic improvement in data
quality, instant availability of data for other Departmental uses,
no data entry staff needed, and no need for storage of paper
records. The obvious advantages are less paper to be filed and less
data to be key punched. The other, more creative advantage is
that other Department staff, such as air and water permit writers,
can use the up-to-date, accurate data to make better permitting
decisions.

RHODE ISLAND

Narragansett Bay Commission
The Narragansett Bay Commission (NBC) recently sponsored a
series of Environmental Management System (EMS) Workshops
for the local industrial community. The series of 8 half-day
workshops, conducted by the consulting firm of Camp Dresser
and McKee, were attended by more than 35 representatives from
15 local businesses, RI DEM and NBC.

The public benefits by having the data available at their fingertips. The Department is in the process of establishing a public
access Internet portal whereby this data will be easily manipulated
using a basic query system. Since the materials accounting and
pollution prevention planning reporting was designed in the spirit
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the BEP. Four ski areas have received on-site environmental
opportunity assessments. Some of the recommendations adopted
include: printing trail maps on post-consumer recycled paper
(with their environmental policy highlighted), post-consumer
recycled content trash bags, ionizer alternative sanitizer for pools
(dramatically reduces or eliminates chlorine/bromine), aqueous
microbial parts washers, and enhanced recycling capture and food
waste composting. Through the BEP Program, the partners have
conducted on-site environmental opportunity assessments at all
participating facilities and are collecting annual environmental
performance results from participants as a requirement of continued participation in the program. This year the focus of the
Business Environmental Partnership will shift to other small
business sectors.

Each workshop focused on a distinct and fundamental aspect of
developing and implementing an EMS by a small business. NBC
will be working with each workshop attendee over the upcoming
winter and spring months to assist with the actual development of
each EMS. It is expected that each participating company/
organization will see marked improvements in their environmental programs and performance through their EMS.
The workshop series and follow-up technical assistance is being
offered free-of-charge to participating companies and is partially
funded through grant funds received through EPA’s PPIS Program.
As work progresses on this project NBC plans on implementing
an EMS for its own operations and facilities.
For more information contact: Jim McCaughey, NBC (401) 4618848 x 352, jmccaughey@narrabay.com

Vermont DEC & SBDC

METAL FABRICATION MACHINE SHOP INITIATIVE
DEC is providing on-site compliance/P2 assistance to metal
fabricators and machine shops through a joint compliance and
assistance initiative with the Waste Management Division.
Vermont DEC has mailed its compliance guide to over 100 metal
fabricators and machine shops with a letter informing these
businesses that the sector would be targeted for hazardous waste
inspections after April 1, 2002 and after a period of compliance
assistance through the Environmental Assistance Division. The
initial letter generated minimal requests for assistance; however,
follow-up phone calls have generated significant interest and the
DEC now hopes to provide assistance to 25-30 facilities.

P2 ASSISTANCE PILOT PROJECTS
Two in-depth compliance assistance/pollution prevention pilot
projects have been funded by the Vermont Environmental
Assistance Partnership (VT SBDC, VT DEC, VT Dept. of Economic Development and VT Manufacturing Extension Center).
These projects include a demonstration project of diesel preheaters to increase fuel efficiency and reduce emissions at a
Vermont ski area’s snow-making operations and a wastewater
project to reduce BOD at a micro-brewery.

MERCURY PROJECTS
DEC has completed a report on its statewide fever thermometer
exchange and pledge program with pharmacies, which was
conducted in February 2001. The report details the methods
used to promote the pharmacy pledge to discontinue the sale of
mercury fever thermometers and the actual thermometer exchange details, including media promotion, collection and
disposal methods and program costs. Contact Karen Busshart, VT
DEC, karenbu@dec.anr.state.vt.us for a copy of the report.

BUSINESS ENVIRONMENTAL PARTNERSHIP
The Vermont Business Environmental Partnership (BEP) - - a joint
program with VT DEC and VT SBDC - - now has 52 Green Hotels
and Environmental Partners enlisted in this business assistance and
recognition program. Recognition for the lodging sector includes
both a listing on the Vermont Green Hotels’ web page
(www.vtgreenhotels.org) and distribution of 6000 interstate
highway rest area advertising cards with Green Hotel maps and
phone numbers.

DEC has begun a pilot program with several salvage yards in the
state to remove mercury-containing trunk and hood light
switches. Participating salvage yards are removing switches from
existing vehicles (either with or without DEC assistance) and
have agreed to remove the switches on all newly acquired
vehicles at their yards. Salvage yards have been provided with
containers for storage of the switches and will receive assistance
on disposal/recycling of the switches. The pilot program will be
conducted through the fall and winter. To date, there has been
excellent cooperation by the pilot salvage yards. VT DEC is also
beginning a pilot program to replace mercury auto switches in its
own fleet and is seeking support to remove or replace switches in
the state fleet as a demonstration of leadership.

VERMONT

The BEP program has been promoted this year to Vermont ski
areas that have also developed an Environmentally Preferable
Purchasing initiative. A total of four ski areas are participating in
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VT DEC has recently completed four workshops around the state
on mercury switch removal from appliances. Municipal solid
waste district staff, propane gas distributors, and salvage yard
operators attended. A mercury switch removal manual has been
prepared to explain the process of identification and removal of
these switches from appliances.

CEIT has placed its “Virtual Trade Show” for storm water technologies on the web. Find the latest information on available
technologies, regulations, and links to other storm water sites, by
visiting www.epa.gov/region01/steward/ceitts.
For more information contact: Carol Kilbride, EPA Region 1NE, (617) 918-1831.

EMS TRAINING FOR BUSINESSES
DEC is providing an EMS training program for six Vermont
businesses. Five of six monthly workshops have been completed.
After workshop training is completed in November, the project
training consultant will perform up to five on-site consultation
visits at participating facilities during varying phases of EMS
design.
For further information contact: Gary Gulka, VT DEC
garyg@dec.anr.state.vt.us

EPA Region 1-NE is holding about eight workshops for wastewater treatment plants to equip them to develop storm water P2
plans to comply with Phase II.
For more information contact: Jack Healey, EPA Region1-NE
(617) 918-1844.
COLLEGES/UNIVERSITIES
On October 23, Peggy Bagnoli hosted the “Environmental 101
Workshop for Colleges and Universities” at Colby College. 86
representatives from all over New England attended the workshop; 12 from Vermont attended via video-conference.
EPA Region 1-NE is offering a self-audit/amnesty opportunity for
colleges/universities. A “voluntary self-disclosure” form is posted
at www.epa.gov/region01/steward/univ/cu-auditpolicy.html.

EPA REGION 1 - NEW ENGLAND

EPA Region 1-NE is developing an EMS Guide for Colleges and
Universities and working with the UMass Lowell EMS Service
Program to recruit colleges and universities to participate in an
EMS Pilot Program.
For more information contact: Peggy Bagnoli, EPA Region 1NE (617) 918-1828.

DPW AUDIT INITIATIVE
EPA Region 1-NE developed a self-audit and outreach initiative
for DPWs in response to a request for enforcement amnesty/
leniency by APWA. This initiative was promoted at APWA
meetings in CT, NH and ME. To date EPA Region 1-NE has
received 263 applications from DPWs.
For more information contact: Chris Jendras, EPA Region 1-NE
(617) 918-1845

SUSTAINABLE / INNOVATIVE PROJECTS
The New England Science Center Collaborative (NESCC), a
group of 23 New England science centers, aquariums and
planetariums, received $100K from EPA HQ’s Office of Global
Programs Climate Change Outreach/Education Branch to
conduct climate change outreach to their patrons

STORM WATER PHASE II
On October 9, EPA Region 1-NE held a Storm Water Public
Education/Involvement Workshop for Charles River Communities at MIT. The workshop covered BMPs and outreach tools
communities may want to use in conducting some of the P2
activities their Phase II permits will require.

About 30 New England communities are now members of the
Cities for Climate Protection program out of about 110 nationwide.
For more information contact: Norman Willard, EPA Region 1NE (617) 918-1812.

On July 31, EPA hosted an all-day training by construction
consultant Jack Deering — “Moving the Earth Gently: Stormwater
Protection in Construction” — for EPA and state staff. Mr.
Deering described ways construction companies can plan and
sequence their work to avoid mobilizing sediment, and conducted
a roundtable discussion with agency staff to explore how to
promote these practices.
For more information contact: Abby Swaine, EPA Region 1-NE
(617) 918-1841.

EPA Region 1-NE staff have been meeting with a series of mills to
explore the potential for a P4 (“pollution prevention permitting
project”) permit or other flexible permit for pulp & paper
manufacturers. The focus is currently on kraft mills and their
compliance with the Cluster Rule, which includes both air and
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water requirements. Industrial Economics is working with the
Region and HQ to develop a feasibility analysis for a flexible
permit.
For more information contact: Beth Termini, EPA Region 1-NE
(617) 918-1662.
On Sept 12, EPA Region 1-NE and others conducted a workshop
on Environmental Management Systems for Waste Water treatment plant operators at Millbury, MA.
For more information contact: Jean Holbrook, EPA Region 1-NE
(617) 918-1816.
On October 24 and 25, John Moskal attended the New England
Wind Power workshop in Boston, intended to assist wind power
developers in bringing projects on-line in New England.
For more information contact: John Moskal, EPA Region 1-New
England (617) 918-1826.

RCRA, CAA, CWA, SPCC, EPCRA, TSCA, FIFRA), the
voluntary audit program, hospital environmental management
systems, energy conservation and Energy Star, environmentally
preferable purchasing, environmentally beneficial landscaping,
and other federal voluntary pollution prevention and waste
minimization programs. The conference was cosponsored by
three EPA offices - - the Division of Enforcement and Compliance Assistance, Region 2 and the Caribbean Environmental
Protection Division located in Puerto Rico - - by the Universidad
Metropolitana, the Puerto Rico Solid Waste Management
Authority, the Puerto Rico Hospital Association, the Puerto Rico
Department of Health, the Puerto Rico Environmental Quality
Board, and the Puerto Rico Department of Natural Resources.
For more information contact: Diane Buxbaum, EPA Region 2
(212) 637-3919, buxbaum.diane@epa.gov
ENVIRONMENTALLY BENEFICIAL LANDSCAPING
Region 2 has recently authored a brochure that defines “environmentally beneficial landscaping,” describes the provisions of
Executive Order 13148: “Greening the Government Through
Leadership in Environmental Management,” which directs federal
facilities to practice environmentally beneficial landscaping,
provides examples of savings gained through its use, and includes
simple “how-to” tips.
For more information contact: Diane Buxbaum, EPA Region 2
(212) 637-3919, buxbaum.diane@epa.gov

EPA HQ is developing an EnergyStar Benchmarking Tool for
Hospitals and Health Care Facilities.
For more information contact: Norman Willard, EPA Region 1NE (617) 918-1812.

EPA REGION 2
P2 & COMPLIANCE CONFERENCES FOR HOSPITALS
On Wednesday, November 28, 2001, the Greater New York
Hospital Association and EPA Region 2, Division of Enforcement
and Compliance Assistance, will sponsor a “Hospital Compliance
and Pollution Prevention Conference” in New York, NY. At this
one-day program, participants will discuss federal environmental
regulations that apply to hospitals and health care facilities,
environmental management systems for hospitals, the voluntary
audit program, environmentally preferable purchasing, Energy
Star and other voluntary P2 and waste minimization programs.
For more information contact: Susan Stuard, Greater New York
Hospital Association (212) 259-0727
Representatives of hospitals and clinics, including federal
facilities from Puerto Rico and the U.S. Virgin Islands, attended
the first “Caribbean Hospital and Health Care Regulatory
Compliance and Pollution Prevention Conference” at the
Universidad Metropolitana in San Juan, Puerto Rico in October
2001. Presentations included federal and state environmental
regulations for hospitals and health care facilities (including

NORTHEAST P2 ROUNDTABLE
INTERSTATE MERCURY EDUCATION &
REDUCTION CLEARINGHOUSE
NEWMOA is currently forming an Interstate Mercury Education
and Reduction Clearinghouse (IMERC) to:
• Provide ongoing technical and programmatic assistance to
states that have enacted provisions of the Mercury Education and
Reduction Model Act
• Provide a single point of contact for industry and the public
for information on mercury-containing products and member
states’ mercury education and reduction programs
The overall functions of IMERC will include:
• Collect and manage data submitted by manufacturers of
mercury-containing products, under the notification provision of
the state mercury reduction legislation, on the mercury content of
those products, company contacts, and the total amount of
mercury used by manufactures to make their products
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the mercury content of their products. The notification form and
instructions should be available on the NEWMOA website by
the end of November.
For more information contact: Terri Goldberg, NEWMOA
(617) 367-8558 x302, tgoldberg@newmoa.org

•

Facilitate interstate collaboration on the development and
implementation of public education and outreach programs on
mercury-containing products
• Make information on mercury-added products available
• Respond to public information requests for information on
mercury-containing products, the requirements of the Mercury
Education and Reduction Model Act, and the status of state
implementation of the law
• Provide technical assistance, facilitate interstate review of,
and make recommendations on manufacturers’ applications for
exemptions to the phase-out of mercury-containing products
• Provide technical assistance, facilitate interstate reviews of,
and make recommendations on manufacturers’ applications for
alternative labeling of mercury-containing products
• Provide technical assistance, facilitate interstate reviews of,
and make recommendations on manufacturers’ plans for collection of mercury-containing used products

MERCURY LEGISLATIVE STATUS REPORT
Throughout 2000 and 2001 NEWMOA has been facilitating the
collaboration of the Northeast states on their efforts to promote
the Mercury Education and Reduction Model Legislation. A
copy of the model legislation is available in the mercury area on
the NEWMOA website: ww.newmoa.org.
As part of this effort, the Association has been tracking the
progress of the states in enacting components of the legislation. A
recent status report on the efforts of the states on the model
legislation was recently posted on the NEWMOA website at the
address listed above. NEWMOA anticipates another year of
legislative activity on the Model Legislation in 2002.
For more information contact: Terri Goldberg, NEWMOA
(617) 367-8558 x302, tgoldberg@newmoa.org

In the next year, NEWMOA will:
• Establish the legal framework for IMERC
• Develop and manage an information collection system that
facilitates quick retrieval of data and information in the Clearinghouse
• Provide a single point of contact for submissions of mercury
product notification information
• Develop and manage an IMERC Webpage
• Assist states with implementing labeling requirements
• Develop and manage a “Mercury Education and Outreach
Workgroup”
• Organize IMERC meetings and conference calls
• Develop and implement an Education and Outreach strategy
to assist the state environmental agencies with their efforts to help
the public and industry 1) understand the provisions of the
legislation and the work of the Clearinghouse; and 2) participate
in collection and reduction programs for mercury-containing
products
• Handle phone, Website, and e-mail inquiries and requests for
information

P2RX TOPIC HUBS
The Northeast States Pollution Prevention Roundtable,
in collaboration with other P2Rx Centers, is pleased to announce
the launch of the Topic Hub Project. The P2Rx Topic Hubs are
web-based guides to resources on selected topics. The Topic Hub
concept formalizes the collection of information into a web site
resource that:
• Provides quick answers to common questions about why a
topic is important, how a topic operates, what options for change
are
available, and who has expertise with the topic
• Invites the user to add resources pertinent to the topic
• Provides juried comments/reviews and ratings of the collected materials
Currently, 27 Topic Hubs are available from www.p2rx.org,
covering such topics as EMS, Green Procurement and Residential
Construction. NEWMOA has developed four hubs covering
general mercury issues, mercury thermometers, mercury thermostats, and mercury in dental clinics. NEWMOA also co-developed a topic hub on Machining and Metal Fabrication with the
Pollution Prevention Research Center. The general Mercury Hub
provides background on the issues related to mercury including
health effects, releases to the atmosphere, mercury in products,
mercury in the environment, and fish advisories. It also covers
the spectrum of assistance and regulatory approaches focused on
mercury reduction, as well as federal, state and local mercury

The NEWMOA Directors have been meeting to discuss the legal
framework for IMERC and should formally establish the Clearinghouse by the end of the calendar year. NEWMOA is planning to
welcome the involvement of non-NEWMOA states in IMERC.
NEWMOA is also facilitating the development of a single form
for notification that will satisfy the requirements of the three states
that currently require manufacturers or others to submit data on
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reduction programs. The Mercury Thermometer and Thermostat
Hubs cover collection and exchange programs, alternative
products, handling, recycling and disposal issues and spills.

In the Spring and Summer of 2001, NEWMOA conducted a
phone survey of the electrical wholesale firms in the Northeast,
who participate in the Thermostat Recycling Corporation’s
(TRC) program to collect used mercury-containing thermostats.
At the time of the survey, the TRC listed 78 wholesalers on their
website as participants in their program. The survey found that
overall, 22 percent of these wholesalers could not be reached, did
not responded to the survey, and/or reported that they do not
participate in the program. NEWMOA estimated the total
number of electrical wholesale firms in business in the region to
determine the universe of possible outlets for thermostat collection through the TRC program and found that there is a significant number of potential participants in all of the northeast states
that have not been recruited to participate in the TRC collection
program. NEMWOA also estimated the number of used thermostats that may be generated annually in the Northeast states and
estimated that TRC program is projected to collect between 1.3
and 4.9 percent of the possible number of mercury thermostats
that could be collected in 2001. The report concludes with a
number of recommendations for improving the TRC program.
The report is available at the mercury section of the NEWMOA
website: www.newmoa.org.
For more information contact: Terri Goldberg, NEWMOA
(617) 367-8558 x302, tgoldberg@newmoa.org

The Mercury in Dental and the Machining and Metal
Fabrication Hubs, like any of the P2Rx sector-related hubs,
provides a background and overview on these sectors, outlines the
resource inputs and outputs, outlines what drivers there are for
changing from traditional behaviors and technologies, and what
the P2 opportunities are for these sectors. In the coming year the
P2Rx Centers will be developing a number of new Topic Hubs.
In addition to expanding the current Hubs, NEWMOA will be
creating new ones on marinas and wood furniture.
For more information contact: Andy Bray at 617-367-8558 x
306, or abray@newmoa.org
MERCURY SPILL REPORT
NEWMOA recently published an analysis of the reports to the
state environmental and poison control agencies in the Northeast
on mercury spills. The purpose of the report is to assess the
magnitude of mercury spills in the region and to understand where
most of those spills are taking place. The study covers the years
1999 and 2000. The data indicates that over 320 mercury spills
were reported to environmental agencies in CT, ME, MA, NH,
NJ, NY, RI, VT each year for 1999 and 2000. There were over
1,100 phone calls per year for the past two years to six Poison
Control Centers in the Region regarding incidents or suspected
exposures concerning mercury. Most of the reports on mercury
spills to the states do not include an estimate of the amount of
mercury released or its fate in the environment. For a copy of the
report, see the mercury section of the NEWMOA Website - www.newmoa.org.

JUNKYARD WORKGROUP
NEWMOA is forming a Junkyards Workgroup of state and federal
officials to facilitate information sharing on enforcement issues
and strategies, best management practice guidance and suggestions, regulatory issues, and assistance strategies for helping the
yards address key issues. The group should include a combination of assistance and enforcement staff. There appear to be a
number of important environmental concerns regarding the
management of hazardous waste at junkyards and a number of
examples of significant non-compliance and contaminated
property problems.

THERMOSTAT RECYCLING CORPORATION
NEWMOA recently published a review of the activities of the
Thermostat Recycling Corporation in the Northeast states. The
purpose of the report is to:

Initially, this Workgroup would meet, primarily via conference
call, a few times per year. NEWMOA might schedule a face-toface meeting/s, depending on the needs of the group. The
Association will also encourage the group to share information
and experiences via e-mail as much as possible.
For more information contact: Andy Bray, NEWMOA (617)
367-8558 x306, abray@newmoa.org

•

examine the effectiveness of this program in the northeast
states
• assess the potential for expansion of this program in the
region
• present the results of a recent survey of wholesalers in the
region that are identified by TRC as participating in the program
The ultimate goal of the effort is to provide data and information
to help the TRC and the Northeast states increase the number of
mercury-switch thermostats collected for recycling, thereby
reducing the amount of mercury entering the solid waste stream;
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USEFUL WEBSITES AND ELECTRONIC RESOURCES
In this new section of the newsletter, useful websites and electronic

U.S. DOE and EPA collaborated to produce this site that allows a person

resources are offered, focusing on the topics of the Feature Articles.

to calculate and compare miles per gallon, annual fuel use, fuel cost and
greenhouse gas emissions for 1985-2001 model year cars and trucks.

Pollution Prevention Week: EPP

http://www.fueleconomy.gov/

The NEWMOA website contains a list of websites and books that

Using Tailpipe Tally, prepared by Environmental Defense, a person can

pertain to environmentally preferable purchasing. Go to
www.newmoa.org then click “pollution prevention” and “P2 Week.”

compare the environmental and economic costs of different vehicles.
Simply provide some basic information and get fuel consumption, fuel

Pollution Prevention Week: Environmental Impact Calculators

cost, and vehicle emissions for any vehicle (model year 1978 to present).
http://209.10.107.169/tailpipetally/

The SafeClimate carbon footprint calculator allows individuals and

Dental Offices

organizations to determine carbon dioxide emissions from major sources:
home/office energy consumption, transportation by car and plane, and in

The National Wildlife Federation and The Vermont State Dental
Society co-authored The Environmentally Responsible Dental Office: A

the case of organizations, paper use. This information can be tracked
over time, allowing a person to gauge the impact of actions taken to

Guide to Proper Waste Management in Dental Offices. The manual
contains simple ideas for preventing the release of mercury and other

reduce their carbon footprint.
http://www.safeclimate.net/calculator/

potentially harmful contaminants to streams, lakes and rivers and was
written for dentists, dental assistants, and office staff.

Redefining Progress, a nonprofit public policy and research organization,
offers a very basic questionnaire to calculate a quick and relatively

http://www.nwf.org/watersheds/pdf_documents/bookletpg1-16.pdf

accurate Ecological Footprint for an individual living in the US. There
are 13 questions divided into 3 sections (i.e., food, transportation, and

The City of Palo Alto, California has a website titled “Dental Offices and
Mercury” that includes tips to keep mercury out of the drain, pollution

housing). This application calculates an ecological footprint from the
answers. The default answers represent North American averages.

prevention and waste management practices, and a poster for dental
offices.

http://www.lead.org/leadnet/footprint/intro.htm

http://www.city.palo-alto.ca.us/cleanbay/dental.html

A more detailed ecological footprint calculator was developed by the

The City of Palo Alto and EIP Associates prepared a technical document
that provides information on eight amalgam separation technology

Natural Resource Management Course at the University of Texas Austin,
which can be found at

vendors’ products, including product information, cost, and installation
issues.

http://www.esb.utexas.edu/drnrm/EcoFtPrnt/Calculate.htm.

http://www.city.palo-alto.ca.us/cleanbay/pdf/denttech.pdf

Efficiency Vermont provides a link to a comprehensive home energy
audit program developed by eNERGYguide. By simply entering basic

“Mercury Use: Dentists” is one chapter of Wisconsin’s Mercury
Sourcebook (written by the Wisconsin Department of Natural Re-

information about a home’s heating system, appliances, and utility bills,
suggestions are offered for a variety of easy and inexpensive ways to cut

sources). The chapter describes the uses of mercury in dental offices
including amalgam, lamps, and switches and includes information about

energy costs.
http://www.efficiencyvermont.com/programs/energy_audit.htm

mercury’s human and environmental toxicity.
http://www.epa.gov/glnpo/bnsdocs/hgsbook/dentist.pdf
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Controlling Dental Facility Discharges in Wastewater: How to Develop and
Administer a Source Control Program (78 pages) 1999, Water Environ-

New Reports
Mercury Switches in Appliances: Final Report Presented to MA DEP

ment Federation. Published by the Water Environment Federation;
ISBN-1-57278-156-4. This report contains overview information about

Written by Charles Ransom, Program Director, Franklin County Solid
Waste Management District August 23, 2001

mercury in dental waste, comprehensive information about developing a
source control program and four mercury reduction case studies. This

http://www.epa.gov/region5/air/mercury/appliancereport.html

publication can be ordered online at
http://www.wef.org/applications/publications/detail.cfm?PubID=393

Marinas
Maine Department of Environmental Protection, Best Management

The Northeast P2 Roundtable is a member of the Pollution Preven-

Practices for Marinas and Boatyards: An Environmental Guide to Controlling Non-point Pollution in Maine, March 1999

tion Resource Exchange, P2Rx, a national network of regional P2
information centers linked together to facilitate information retrieval

http://www.state.me.us/dep/blwq/docwatershed/marina/bmp.htm

from experts around the country. Current P2Rx projects include an
online Topic Hub and a National Assistance Programs Database.

US EPA, Office of Water, Clean Marinas Clear Value: Environmental and
Business Success Stories, August, 1996, this document includes 25 case

For information about the Topic Hub project, see the NE P2

studies of pollution prevention at marinas.
http://www.epa.gov/nps/marinas/index.html

Roundtable update.
The National Programs Database is a project that has grown out of
existing work of the regional centers. Most centers maintain some

Maryland’s Clean Marina Initiative on the Department of Natural
Resources website includes a guidebook, clean marina pledge, checklist,
and a list of clean marinas in the state.

collection of information on programs in their region. This information contains a lot of detail about the expertise of specific assistance

http://www.dnr.state.md.us/boating/cleanmarina/

programs that is not captured in other national collections. The
National Programs Database will pull regional center collections

Environmental Guide for Marinas: Controlling Nonpoint Source and Storm
Water Pollution in Rhode Island, University of Rhode Island, Coastal

together so that they may be searched form a single location. This
should help assistance programs that are looking for others with

Resources Center
http://seagrant.gso.uri.edu/riseagrant/BMP/BMP.html

experience on a specific topic or sector. It should also help businesses
identify assistance resources of which they may not be aware. To
access the NEWMOA Programs database, visit: hjttp://
www.newmoa.org/prevention/activities. For information on this

Connecticut’s Clean Vessel Act Program website contains information
on state requirements and locations of pump out facilities
http://www.dep.state.ct.us/olisp/cva/cva.HTM

project, visit: http://peakstoprairies.org/ProgramsDatabase.htm.
For more information contact: Andy Bray, NEWMOA (617) 3678558 x306, abray@newmoa.org
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TITLE

SPONSOR

DATE / LOCATION

CONTACT

Systems Approach Training- P2: Planning Future Pollution ME DEP, ME State Chamber
Reductions
Benchmarking Tool/Portfolio Manager

of Commerce

November 19-20, Portland, ME

US EPA Energy Star Program November 19, Your Computer

programs@mainechamber.org
202-564-9183

NEIWPCC, EPA, State
Wet Weather Issues for POTWs
Money for Your Energy Upgrades
Hospital Compliance and Pollution Prevention
Conference

Environmental Agencies

November 27, Meridan, CT

US EPA Energy Star Program November 27, Your Computer

617-918-1844
202-564-9183

Greater NY Hospital
Association, EPA Region 2

November 28, New York, NY

212-259-0727

November 28, Warwick, RI

617-918-1844

November 28, Enfield, CT

877-828-3900

NEIWPCC, EPA, State
Wet Weather Issues for POTWs

Environmental Agencies

Lean Manufacturing Essentials: How to Eliminate Waste

TurnKey Manufacturing

and Streamline Production

Seminars

Training and Tools for P2 and EMS Technical Assistance
Providers

National Metal Finishing SGP November 28-29, Chicago, IL

202-260-2739

Society of Environmental
The Environmental Insurance Forum

Insurance Professionals

Lean Manufacturing Essentials: How to Eliminate Waste

TurnKey Manufacturing

and Streamline Production
Cost Savings through Energy Star Purchasing
Lean Manufacturing Essentials: How to Eliminate Waste
and Streamline Production

Seminars

November 29-30, Atlanta, GA

877-735-0800

November 29, Nashua, NH

877-828-3900

US EPA Energy Star Program November 29, Your Computer

202-564-9183

TurnKey Manufacturing
Seminars

November 30, Dedham, MA

877-828-3900

December 4, Pittsfield, MA

617-918-1844

December 6, Waterville, ME

617-918-1844

NEWMOA

December 11, Concord, NH

603-271-0869

EPA and state partners

December 12, Millbury, MA

617-918-1844

NEIWPCC, EPA, State
Wet Weather Issues for POTWs

Environmental Agencies
NEIWPCC, EPA, State

Wet Weather Issues for POTWs

Environmental Agencies
EPA Region 1, NH DES,

Getting Toxic Chemicals Out of New Hampshire Schools
Stormwater & You: Phase II Requirements for POTWs
7th Biennial Conference & Trade Fair on Developing the
Business of the Environment

March 13-15, 2002, Vancouver, BC,
GLOBE 2002

604-775-7300 or

Canada

800-274-6097

March 20, 2002, Augusta, ME

207-626-8115

April 1, 2002, Durham, NH

603-271-6460

NPPR

April 2-5, 2002, Portland OR

202-466-7272

American Chemical Society

April 7-11, 2002, Orlando, FL

202-872-6059

MIAQC 2001 Annual Conference: Mold Contamination
in Buildings
2002 Pollution Prevention Conference
NPPR 2002 Spring Conference

MIAQC
NH DES, NHPPP

Mercury in the Environment: Assessing and Managing
Multimedia Risks
10th International Conference of the Greening of
Industry Network

GIN

June 23-26, 2002, Goteborg, Sweden

46 31 772 4905, 4907

2002 ACEEE Summer Study on Energy Efficiency in
Buildings: Teaming for Efficiency
Towards Sustainable Product Design 7

ACEEE

August 18-23, 2002, Pacific Grove, CA

Centre for Sustainable Design October 28-29, 2002, London, UK
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202-429-8873
rwhite@surrart.ac.uk

Northeast States Pollution Prevention News
____ I would like to receive the Northeast States P2 News via e-mail. I’ve included my e-mail address below.
____ Please add my name to the Northeast States P2 News mailing list.
____ Please remove my name from the mailing list.
____ Please change my address (send us your old mailing label and list the new address below).
Name _____________________________________________________________________________________
Company/Agency/Organization _________________________________________________________________
Address____________________________________________________________________________________
City ___________________________________ State __________________ ZIP_________________________
E-mail address (please print clearly) _____________________________________________________________
Return this form to: NEWMOA, 129 Portland Street, 6th Floor, Boston, MA 02114, fax: (617) 367-0449,
e-mail: nep2news@newmoa.org.

Paper for the Northeast P2 News
This issue of the Northeast P2 News is printed on a new chlorine-free paper. The stock contains 50 percent sugarcane pulp and 50
percent recycled materials, of which 30 percent is post-consumer fiber. According to EPA, the use of tree-free fibers in the papermaking process has several environmental advantages over wood-based feed-stock. Tree-free fibers contain lower levels of lignin
than tree cellulose and, therefore, require significantly fewer chemicals for processing. Additionally, less energy and water is used to
process these fibers, and tree-free fibers can be blended with post-consumer materials to create papers for many applications.
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