STATES COMMON MEASURES PROJECT

AUTO BODY SECTOR
Recap of Auto Body Meeting and Next Steps

October 25, 2007

We want to thank everyone again for making our meeting so productive.  Below is a recap of what we agreed upon at the meeting as well as a list of immediate next steps.  Included in our next steps are two conference calls.  I have suggested dates and times for these calls and would need to hear back from folks by next Monday, October 29th to see if these dates work (see below). 

 

Auto Body Definition:
 

Everyone expressed comfort with the draft auto body definition presented at the meeting so long as it excludes non-commercial activities, e.g., home hobbyists.  The group agreed that we should only look at shops where the work is performed inside of a building or structure, e.g., no outside painting or vehicle washing.  The group also wanted to focus only on motor vehicle operations and exclude shops that work solely on large mobile equipment.  However, we will not exclude a shop from our sample if they work on both motor vehicles and large equipment.  Finally, the group thought we should not set a deminimus as the small facilities are the shops we are most interested in analyzing. 
 

Here is the revised definition: Auto Body Shops are defined as any operation where  motor vehicles, including but not limited to automobiles, light duty trucks, golf carts, vans, and motorcycles, are involved in  collision repair, vehicle painting, paint stripping or sanding, body work, commercial antique restoration, or student training on any on these areas.

 
Federal Definition for Motor Vehicle: Motor vehicle means any self-propelled vehicle, including, but not limited to, automobiles, light duty trucks, golf carts, vans, and motorcycles. 
 

Federal Definition for Mobile Equipment: Mobile Equipment means any device that may be drawn and/or driven on a roadway including, but not limited to, heavy-duty trucks, truck trailers, fleet delivery trucks, buses, mobile cranes, bulldozers, street cleaners, agriculture equipment, motor homes, and other recreational vehicles (including camping trailers and fifth wheels). 
 

Auto Body Indicators:
 

There was group consensus that the states would like to use the new area source indicators that we identified at the meeting to be part of our core air indicator list.  We also agreed to look at indicators with VOC content limits. 
 

The group agreed to use the same hazardous waste indicators that we identified for the Common Measures SQG sector so long as we adjust them, as necessary, to be applicable to the newly identified universe, e.g., adjust indicators to capture performance of CSQGs. 
 

The group has also identified an industrial wastewater indicator that we can further refine as necessary.
 

Finally, the group has expressed the desire for one or more P2 indicators to be included in this project.  Further work is necessary in this area.
 

Next Steps:
 

The group has agreed to do some homework on thinking about how each state would identify and/or create their universe using the above auto body definition, (example approaches are using phone directories, databases, SIC codes, etc.).  After the states have had a chance to identify their approaches, we will have a conference call to share these approaches.  The goal will be to try to select a comparable methodology for identifying a universe and then documenting this methodology for quality assurance purposes.  

The proposed dates for this follow-up conference call are Thursday, November 1st at 1:00 p.m. est. or Tuesday, November 6th at 1:00 p.m. est.  Please let me know by Monday, October 29th if one or both of these dates DO NOT work for you. 

 

The second follow-up item is that each state agreed to review their auto body standards and align them to the new area source standards to see if there are other indicators beyond those we already identified that states would like to use.  States also agreed to think about other indicators that they might like to use that are independent of the new area source indicators.   EPA has agreed to speak with folks outside of our group to get feedback on some other potential indicators.  
 

The next step is to have a follow-up indicator conference call in roughly three weeks, during which we will review the master list of indicators we have nominated thus far and attempt to select a final list of indicators from that master list.  The proposed dates for this call are Wednesday, November 14th at 1:00 p.m. est. or Tuesday, November 20th at 1:00 p.m. est.  Please also let me know by Monday, October 29th if one or both of these dates DO NOT work for you. 

  

Recap of Auto Body Meeting and Next Steps ADDENDA
Hello everyone,

 

There was one item I forgot to add in the recap/next steps email.  Suzi Peck, our Quality Assurance Officer, reminded me that we all agreed to write-up and send our universe identification methodology/approaches prior to our conference call (proposed for November 1st at 1:00 p.m. or November 6th at 1:00 p.m.).  The write-ups will allow us to compile and compare each state's methodology ahead of time and make our phone call more structured and efficient.  So if folks could send these write-ups by Wednesday, October 31st, that would be very helpful.  Please send them to me and also cc: Suzi Peck. 

 

Thanks!

Tara Acker

NEWMOA

413 296 4005

